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Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included significant U.S. media coverage of an Iowa study on the role of
Russian-backed media outlets criticizing biotechnology. In Europe, anti-biotechnology activists promoted a legal
opinion claiming that products developed through mutagenesis and new plant breeding techniques should be regulated
as GMOs.

e Media outlets in the U.S. amplified a recent study from Iowa State University in which researchers identified the
prominent role Russian-backed online news platforms played in spreading and amplifying anti-biotechnology
messages. Gizmodo reported on the story, quoting Sustainable Pulse producer Henry Rowlands, who alleged that
U.S. news outlets downplayed GMO risks because of powerful business interests. In The Hill, World Food Prize
president Kenneth Quinn summarized an interaction with Russia Today and linked the issue to larger concerns
about American democracy. See more

e European activists amplified a new statement from the anti-biotechnology NGO Testbiotech, which summarized a
legal opinion from environmental lawyer and University of Bremen professor Ludwig Kraemer. Kraemer argued
that the advocate general of the EU Court of Justice misinterpreted current GMO regulations when he
recommended new methods of mutagenesis not be regulated as GMOs, highlighting the law's citation of a "long
history of safety" in its initial exemption for mutagenesis-derived crops. See more

e Reuters reported that sources close to the EU competition commissioner said regulators were planning to approve
Bayer's purchase of Monsanto following the latest concessions from Bayer. The article quoted a Friends of the
Earth spokesperson on concerns about industry consolidation, and amplification from RT highlighted the "merger
from hell" hashtag campaign against the deal. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 27, 2018
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FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that the European competition commissioner met with
environmental activists critical of Bayer's purchase of Monsanto. The U.K.'s rural affairs regulator launched a public
consultation on Britain's post-Brexit farming policy.

e European activists with WeMove.eu, Friends of the Earth Europe, SumOfUs, Aktion Agrar and MISERIOR met with
European competition commissioner Margrethe Vestager today to discuss opposition to Bayer's purchase of
Monsanto. Last-minute, international email campaigns for signatures against the merger warned that the reduced
competition would harm biodiversity efforts and impact farmer livelihoods. In social media accounts of the
meeting, the groups noted that over 1 million people had signed the campaigns. A separate Friends of the Earth
Europe news release claimed that a majority of Europeans oppose the merger. See more

e The U.K. Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs released its long-awaited consultation paper on
British farming policies following the country's withdrawal from the European Union. Among other provisions, the
department proposed redesigning farmer payments to reward technology adoption - including the use of plant
biotechnology - in farming operations. Media reports on the announcement largely focused on the broader
recommendation to link farmer payments to sustainable farming practices. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 26, 2018
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Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that an Indian state was meeting with producers to assess
next year's Bt cotton seed availability. In Mexico, controversy over a draft biodiversity law spiked on news that the
Chamber of Deputies was expected to review the legislation.

e The Times of India reported that the state of Maharashtra held a meeting of seed producers today to address
concerns over the availability of Bt cotton seeds for the upcoming season. The article noted that seed producers
had previously threatened not to produce and sell the Bt trait seeds if the state forced them to pay compensation
to farmers for last year's Bt cotton failures. See more

e Activists and political leaders in Mexico spoke out against the proposed General Law on Biodviersity, anticipating
the measure's approval by the Chamber of Deputies this week. Representatives from the National Action Party
(PAN) and Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) said the current measure did not do enough to maintain
protections on natural environments. Activists with Greenpeace, the Henrich Boll Foundation and others warned
that the current law would allow international actors to exploit indigenous groups and national genetic resources.
See more

e Iowa State University researchers, presenting at a local biotechnology conference, reported that Russian-backed
media were part of a concerted effort to raise concerns over U.S. agricultural practices and establish Russian
agriculture as an environmentally friendly alternative. Examining news stories on biotechnology, the researchers
found that Russia-backed websites Russia Today and Sputnik were responsible for nearly 50 percent of negative
GMO stories during the timeframe analyzed. The Des Moines Register highlighted the scientists' call for consumers
to seek out credible sources for information on biotechnology. See more

e Brazil's Senate opened a public consultation period on proposed changes to the country's GMO labeling
requirements, which would not require a GMO label on products where GM ingredients make up less than 1
percent of the total. Previous GMO requirements had not specified a minimum presence threshold, thus requiring
a label on any GMO presence. The Senate's public response system as of Feb. 26 stood at nearly 2 to 1 against
the changes. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Africa

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Africa during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 23-25, 2018
Date: Sunday, February 25, 2018 10 58:45 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included Italy's environmental ministry holding a conference on
new breeding techniques. A book touting biotech crops was released in Mexico, receiving widespread attention.

e Several Italian ministries, the National Committee for Biosafety, Biotechnology and Life Sciences and Rome's
Ministry of the Environment hosted a conference on new breeding techniques in Rome on Thursday. The Ministry
of the Environment announced the event "represented a moment of fruitful exchange between the scientific
community, administrations and stakeholders" on the European Union's regulatory framework. See more

e Mexican news sites widely reported the release of Francisco Bolivar Zapata's book that advocates the use of GM
crops. One columnist wrote that while public opinion is polarized, GM crops are safe "beyond a reasonable doubt."
He also said the idea that GMOs threaten native corn has been disproven since the indigenous crops have been
grown alongside hybrid corn since the 1960s. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items

000872



2019-FAS-03111-F

000873



2019-FAS-03111-F

Mor: nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
shae.johnson@v-fluence.com

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

000874



2019-FAS-03111-F

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom

they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov
Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

Constant Contact

Try it free today

000875



2019-FAS-03111-F
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Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reports that French farming groups staged several protests
against a proposed trade deal between the EU and Mercosur countries. Activists in Europe, Australia and Asia
protested the Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) approval of a genetically modified rice with increased
vitamin A content.

e French news outlets reported that farmers' groups were protesting a proposed EU-Mercosur trade deal, following
the Tuesday resumption of negotiations in Asuncion, Paraguay. The protests, which took place in several
agricultural towns, highlighted farmers' warnings that competition from these countries would undermine French
efforts to create a high-quality, environmentally friendly farming sector. Separately, European grains and sugar
trade groups warned the deal would promote unfair competition for European growers. See more

e The FSANZ approval of foods derived from genetically modified "Golden Rice" was published in the country's
Gazette, marking the decision's official start date. Apparently anticipating this publication, activist groups
MASIPAG, GRAIN and the Stop Golden Rice! Network criticized the approval. The groups cited an analysis from
Testbiotech, which claimed that consumers would need to eat unrealistic quantities of rice to gain nutritional
benefits. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 21, 2018
Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 9 02:16 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued NGO promotion of a lawsuit asking the Mexican
government to more strictly enforce biosafety procedures. In France, Le Monde warned that the country's GMO ban
had been compromised by a legal loophole. An Italian study on GM maize safety continued to generate widespread
response.

e Advocacy groups organized under Unidos Por la Selva Maya continued to criticize weak federal enforcement of
biosafety measures, pointing to the widespread use of illegal GM soy in the Yucatan Peninsula. Speaking with
Regeneracion, lawyers with the campaign argued that investigators should punish farmers and should consider
the culpability of seed developers and sellers. The interview followed Greenpeace's Friday announcement that it
had filed a lawsuit demanding tighter enforcement of a court-ordered GMO moratorium. See more

e French newspaper Le Monde reported on the fall 2017 discovery of genetically modified ingredients in some
animal feeds, claiming that the discovery had caused a "panic" in tracing and disposing of the illegal products.
Reporter Stéphane Mandard summarized the timeline of the discovery, noting that the European Commission was
currently arbitrating a legal disagreement over whether GM feed additives manufactured in Europe for sale
outside the EU should fall under existing GMO regulations. See more

¢ International stakeholders continued to respond to a European meta-analysis affirming the safety of GM maize.
Agricultural researchers with the University of Milan blogged optimistically about widespread media coverage of
the study, though they added that political change seemed unlikely. In the U.S., technology and science sites
Futurism and Discover reported that the analysis adds to the weight of evidence on GMO safety. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Africa during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the international screening of a documentary criticizing
agribusiness investments in Argentina. Greenpeace criticized the role of conservative think tanks in developing a
"shadow" free-trade deal between the U.S. and Britain.

¢ News outlets in Europe and South America highlighted the documentary "Viaje hacia los pueblos fumigados"
(Journey to the Fumigated Peoples) in which director Fernando "Pino" Solanas claims Argentina's agricultural
industry exposes local farmers to significant health problems. The film is being shown at the Berlin International
Film Festival. Reviews in Deutsche Welle and the Hollywood Reporter specifically highlighted the role of GM soy in
the documentary. See more

e Greenpeace issued a report claiming that U.K. and U.S. think tanks were conducting "shadow negotiations" in
order to provide policymakers with a framework for a proposed free-trade deal. The announcement was based on
an accidentally published policy document compiled by the U.K. think tank Initiative for Free Trade. The document
noted that several think tanks - including the Cato Institute, Heritage Foundation, Competitive Enterprise
Institute, Institute of Economic Affairs and Civitas - had confirmed their participation.. See more

e Activists in Nicaragua launched the umbrella campaign Alianza Semillas de Identidad, highlighting the importance
of native seed varieties and rejecting the potential use of transgenic varieties. Coordinating with the new
campaign, La Prensa published the first articles in a projected six-part series on peasant agriculture and the need
for agroecological food systems. See more

e U.S. agricultural news outlets amplified a Feb. 2 open letter from University of Minnesota graduate students who
called on lawmakers to relax restrictions on using genetic modification for non-food products such as fiber and
fuel. The students pointed out that current regulations require significant financial investments, limiting the
possibilities for academic and non-commercial contributors to develop new crop technologies and varieties. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 16-18, 2018
Date: Sunday, February 18, 2018 10:48:49 PM
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Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included continued commentary in Italy regarding University of
Pisa study findings that GM is safe. The Center for Studies for Change in the Mexican Field released its study on GMOs
in Mexico. Syngenta reached a settlement with Archer Daniels Midland in a lawsuit regarding release of its GM corn
variety before its approval by China.

e Stakeholders in Italy continued expressing opinions regarding the University of Pisa's study that found GM corm is
safe to eat. Officials from the Coscioni agricultural association said the findings should spur a revision to Italy's GM
cultivation ban, and at a minimum should allow GM corn planting. Opponents such as officials from the Coldiretti
ag association argued Italy still should reject GMOs to maintain biodiversity and to protect its "Made in Italy"
brand. See more

e Mexican news sites reported CECCAM released its study, "Thirty Years of Transgenics in Mexico." La Jornada
reported that among the study's claims were that corporations seek to seize territory and bypass legislation in
protected areas. La Opinion noted the study pointed out that while Bayer holds a large number of GMO permits in
Mexico, Germany bans honey from the country due to contamination from GMOs. See more

e Reuters and other news media reported Syngenta reached a settlement with ADM over a lawsuit regarding
Syngenta's release of its Agrisure Viptera variety of GM corn before it was approved for import by China. Cargill's
lawsuit on the same incident still is active. See more

Due to the President's Day holiday, your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be sent on Tuesday, Feb. 20. Please check
the monitoring portal for updates in the meantime.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 15, 2018
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2018 9:04:42 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a new meta-analysis from Italian researchers affirming the safety
of GM maize currently on the market. Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) announced a new public
consultation on products of gene editing.

e Italian researchers with the University of Pisa and Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna published a new meta-analysis
finding that there has been no evidence of health risks over the last 20 years of GM maize commercialization. The
findings, published in Scientific Reports, also noted that the crop offered yield improvements, reduced mycotoxin
presence and added convenience for farmers. Italian media coverage of the report was extensive, with several
news outlets interviewing pro-biotechnology farmer Giorgio Fidenato. See more

e FSANZ released a consultation paper on how to regulate food products developed through new plant breeding
technologies (NBTs). The agency outlined various methods for modifying plant genes and asked for comment on
issues such as whether a process-based regulatory approach makes sense for NBTs or whether using NBTs
presents a greater risk than mutagenesis or other methods. Comments will be accepted through April 12. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 14, 2018
Date: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 9 01:34 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh had announced a
partial ban of glyphosate use in an attempt to stop the sale of herbicide-tolerant cotton seeds.

¢ In an effort to combat the sale of illegal, herbicide-tolerant cotton varieties, Andhra Pradesh announced that it
would ban glyphosate use from June through November. A report in The Times of India quoted the Alliance for
Holistic and Sustainable Agriculture (ASHA), which applauded the move and added that glyphosate had been
linked to harmful effects. A separate Reuters report noted that the state had warned two local seed companies
over their links to the illegal seed sales. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Africa

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Africa during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

More Latin America items

Oceania
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 13, 2018
Date: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 9:04:06 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Among today's global biotechnology developments, Australia's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator announced its
approval of a new GM canola variety designed with increased omega-3 levels. U.S. news outlets criticized a new ballot
initiative in California that would eliminate mandatory vaccinations in schools and ban GMOs.

e Australia's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator approved a GM canola variety developed by Nuseed Pty Ltd,
finding that the high omega-3 content crop posed "negligible" risks to people and the environment. The approval
allows both cultivation and use of the crop in food products; however, the agency noted that regional cultivation
restrictions could apply. Nuseed parent company Nufarm applauded the decision, highlighting its plans to market
the crop in aquaculture and human nutrition. See more

e U.S. technology and science site Ars Technica and environmental magazine Mother Jones both criticized a
California ballot initiative that recently received approval for signature gathering. Ars Technica reporter Beth Mole
called the initiative a "conspiracy theorist's dream," citing its rejection of school vaccination requirements and
water fluoridation and its proposed ban on GMOs. Mother Jones highlighted the scientific consensus on both
vaccine and GMO safety. See more

e Indian news outlets reported the government of Andhra Pradesh has threatened to revoke seed licenses for
Kaveri Seeds and Nuziveedu Seeds Limited, accusing the companies of illegally marketing an herbicide-tolerant
cotton variety. A Nuziveedu representative questioned the provenance of the seeds tested and criticized the
government over the "baseless" accusation. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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GEF Phase II Capacity Building Project on Biosafety
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 12, 2018
Date: Monday, February 12, 2018 9:04 57 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news from U.K researchers targeting gene variations that control
rapeseed response to climate change.

e Researchers with the John Innes Centre announced that they'd identified a gene that controls when crops such as
canola "shatter" under warmer climate conditions. The researchers noted that identifying the target gene will
allow traditional and biotech crop breeders to develop varieties that can withstand a changing climate. See more

e Writing in The Hill, Recombinetics CEO Tammy Lee Stannoch argued that current regulations on gene-edited
animals stifle innovation. Stannoch highlighted new breeds of cattle that are resistant to heat and don't require
de-horning as examples of how the technology can benefit the industry and can improve animal welfare. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items

Africa
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provide a DNA sample in case regarding field vandalism

Latin America

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 9-11, 2018
Date: Sunday, February 11, 2018 9:21:14 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included an NGO's efforts to influence Australia's deliberations
on deregulating gene editing. Monsanto officials welcomed an investigation into illegal Bt cotton being sold in India. A
brokerage firm advisor commented on why China rejected GM corn imports from the U.S.

e U.K.-based GMWatch urged readers to email Australia's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator to protest a
proposal that would deregulate gene-edited animals, plants, and microbes. GMWatch claimed terror groups could
take advantage of non-regulation to create new diseases and poisons. See more

e There was continued reporting and commentary on the Indian state of Maharashtra's announcement it formed an
investigation team to probe unapproved Bt cotton sales. Press Trust of India reported a statement from Mahyco
Monsanto Biotech welcomed the investigation, saying such activity "makes farmers vulnerable to exploitation" and
undermines their efforts to steward such technology. See more

e A market analyst with The Heuber Report was skeptical that China rejected four U.S. corn shipments due to "GMO
issues." Dan Hueber suggested in a column that it was more than a coincidence this happened after the U.S.
imposed heavy tariffs on washing machines and solar panels from China. His commentary was syndicated by
AgWeb. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

record 347 million acres in 26 countries during 201

Africa
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 8, 2018
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2018 9 02:32 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Brazil's antitrust regulator approved Bayer's purchase
of Monsanto. In India, Maharashtra officials formed a special task force to investigate and curb the sale of an
herbicide-tolerant cotton variety not approved for cultivation. In Burkina Faso, activists pushed back against cotton
farmers' call for a return to Bt cotton cultivation.

e Brazil's antitrust agency, the Administrative Council for Economic Defens (CADE), granted conditional approval of
Bayer's planned takeover of Monsanto, marking an important milestone in the deal given Brazil's importance as a
commodities producer. The companies are awaiting a decision by EU antitrust regulators, due March 12. The U.S.
Committee on Foreign Investment and Trade signed off on the purchase in early December. See more

e News outlets in India reported that Maharashtra state government had formed a Special Investigative Team to
investigate the illegal sale of herbicide-tolerant cotton varieties in the region. Reports in The Hitavada and Press
Trust of India highlighted the task force's remit to investigate trait developer Monsanto's role in the proliferation
of the seeds, as well as to explore whether other seed firms were involved in the illegal sales. See more

e In Burkina Faso, the Citizen Collective for Agroecology (CCAE) held a news conference to criticize recent calls for
the country to return to Bt cotton production. The group specifically targeted cotton farmer Casimir Gnoumou,
who spoke for members the National Union of Cotton Producers of Burkina (UNPCB) last month about problems
with the replacement cotton varieties. CCAE claimed that cottonseed oil made from Bt cotton varieties was
harmful to public health and criticized multinational companies for trying to monopolize seeds. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing tool, and Kevin Esvelt of MIT Media Lab
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community

More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture

agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 7, 2018
Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 9:01:27 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Germany successfully formed a coalition government,
with negotiated policies on GMO cultivation bans and glyphosate. Foodwatch International issued a report claiming
that European trade deals threatened the region's precautionary approach in several industries, including agriculture.

e News outlets in Europe reported that German Chancellor Angela Merkel successfully formed a coalition
government, with Merkel's Christian Democrats again teaming up with the Social Democrats. Agricultural policies
were featured among the negotiated positions, with promises to end the use of glyphosate and establish
nationwide guidelines for GMO cultivation bans. Activists applauded the announcements but called for a concrete
timetable on the glyphosate ban. See more

e Activist group Foodwatch International issued a new report today claiming that European trade deals being
negotiated with Mercosur and other regions would undermine Europe's "precautionary principle" approach to
regulation. Among other concerns, Foodwatch noted that non-EU countries did not have guidelines for labeling
products of animals fed GMOs. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More North A ica it

Africa

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Africa during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

More Africa items

: The Hindu Busine ine re udy in journa F ecti i 1nd 7 elangana
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb 6, 2018
Date: Tuesday, February 6, 2018 9 04:48 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news on negotiations over the language of a revised national
biosafety bill in Uganda. In Europe, EurActiv reported that government coalition talks in Germany included negotiations
over glyphosate use and GM crop cultivation.

e In Uganda, reports in a prominent newspaper and on an NGO website highlighted proposed changes to the newly
renamed Genetic Engineering and Biosafety Act. New Vision reporter Henry Sekanjako reported that the country's
science minister had convened a subcommittee to address President Yoweri Museveni's concerns. Proposed
changes included a new requirement that biotechnology researchers enter a benefits sharing agreement with local
communities, that all plant materials and products associated with the research be clearly labeled as GMOs and a
recommendation establishing a nationwide gene bank to preserve indigenous species. Activist group Hivos
reported on the negotiations, naming several local civil society organizations who were involved in the
discussions. See more

e Confirming a weekend report by Reuters, EurActiv reported today that talks to form a coalition government in
Germany included promises to phase out the use of glyphosate "as soon as possible" and to establish uniform
national rules for the cultivation of GM crops. However, the negotiations continue with no clear date for the
establishment of a new government. See more

¢ In Nigeria, the National Inter-Religious Council issued a news release criticizing the "unguarded" release of GM
crops in the country. Council member Nnimmo Bassey, who heads the Health of Mother Earth Foundation, told
news outlets that the National Biotechnology Management Agency was ignoring public outcry over GM crop field
trials. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Europe items

Latin America

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - ia it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | http://www.v-fluence.com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 5, 2018
Date: Monday, February 5, 2018 9 01:44 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Bayer had proposed additional concessions to meet
demands from European regulators reviewing its purchase of Monsanto. In India, controversy over Bt cotton's efficacy
continued.

e Bayer submitted a formal package of concessions to European regulators, according to the website of the
regulatory agency overseeing its proposed acquisition of Monsanto. Additional details were not released, though
the European Commission announced that it had extended the deadline for its review of the takeover from March
12 to April 5. See more

e In response to a question from India's upper parliamentary house, Union Minister Mahesh Sharma told legislators
that Bt cotton had more than doubled cotton production since it was introduced in 2002, largely due to its
effectiveness against bollworm. In contrast, a delegation of seed producers urged the Union Minister for
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare to revoke license fees for Bollgard-II technology, citing its failure to control pink
bollworm this cotton season. See more

e The Coalition for a GM-Free India filed complaints claiming that the country had been illegally importing GM
soybean seeds. In letters filed with the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee and the Director General for
Foreign Trade, the group called for "swift" action to stop the sale of the seeds. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 2-4, 2018
Date: Sunday, February 4, 2018 9 00:38 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included German Chancellor Angela Merkel's conservative party
agreeing to work toward a ban on GMO cultivation and French President Emmanuel Macron said France must fight
three "great battles" for food sovereignty. The Croatian Parliament voted down a proposed GMO ban.

e Reuters reported that the Christian Democrat Party headed by Merkel reached an agreement with Social
Democrats to ban glyphosate use "as soon as possible" and to ban GMO cultivation. German researcher Peter
Langelliiddeke released an open letter saying he got no response when he asked SPD members why they believed
GMOs are so dangerous that they must be banned. See more

e During a speech on issues facing French agriculture, Macron outlined his plan for France to achieve food
independence. Macron said, "France is 40 percent dependent on imported GMO soybeans and 60 percent on
nitrogen fertilizers: we therefore have no real sovereignty." See more

e Total Croatia News reported the Croatian Parliament rejected an amendment that would have banned GMO
cultivation, importation and marketing. See more

e Western Australia Parliament member Jim Chown urged GM canola farmers to give input on to the Standing
Committee on Environment and Public Affairs, which is investigating mechanisms to compensate farmers for
damage from contamination by GM crop material. Chown said some are "looking to exploit the emotional
misinformation and fear about the use of GMs as opposed to the scientifically proven facts." See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Feb. 1, 2018
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2018 9 01:03 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included ongoing media coverage of a statement from Nigeria's National
Biosafety Management Agency that criticized anti-biotechnology activists. In Brazil, a Supreme Court minister
responded to accusations that family-owned farms had irresponsibly used transgenic crops and pesticides.

¢ Nigerian news outlets reported on a statement released by the National Biosafety Management Agency, which
took issue with advocacy groups' criticism of the organization. In the written statement, agency officials accused
groups such as Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF) of being unpatriotic. The agency highlighted its
efforts to ensure the safety of GM crops and products, adding that it had the interests of the Nigerian people at
heart. See more

e Brazilian news outlet Olhar Direto reported that Supreme Court Minister Gilmar Mendes was denying that farms
operated by his family were engaged in any "irregular" use of GM crops or pesticides. The State Prosecutor's
Office of Mato Grosso (MPMT) filed a lawsuit earlier this week claiming that Mendes and his brothers were
violating regulations on agricultural chemical use given the farms' proximity to protected lands. See more

e Press Trust of India reported on statements from Nobel laureate Richard Roberts, who was participating in the
Nobel Prize Series of events in Goa designed to highlight prize-winning science and research. Roberts criticized
anti-biotechnology activists for using "lies" and fear to block the technology. He specifically referenced the positive
story of Bt cotton production in India. See more

e U.S. agricultural news outlets and stakeholders continued to respond to the Stonyfield Farms' marketing campaign
that made unsupported fear claims about GMOs. AgProfessional reported that several researchers and farmers
were criticizing the organic dairy company after it deleted negative comments about the video and banned
scientists and farmers from its Facebook page. Farming outreach group Dirt to Dinner pointed out that
Stonyfield's reflexive objections to GMOs undermined its claimed focus on sustainability. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 31, 2018
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 2018 9 00:28 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting on a recently announced agreement of interagency
cooperation between the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Okanagan
Specialty Fruits announced that its latest non-browning apple had received Canadian approval. Colombian news outlets
reported on a regional book tour by science communicator José Miguel Mulet.

e The FDA and USDA announced a new agreement yesterday to boost interagency collaboration, highlighting
specifically some of the regulatory concerns around food safety oversight. A joint news release noted that some
food products must currently meet food safety guidelines set forth by both agencies, while others are only
regulated by one agency. The announcement also noted that the agencies see opportunities to modernize
biotechnology regulations; however, no specific policy proposals were discussed. See more

e The Intrexon subsidiary Okanagan Specialty Fruits announced that it had received Canadian approval for its Arctic
Fuji apple, the latest in its line of gene-edited, non-browning apple varieties. The news release noted that the fruit
received U.S. approval in September 2016 and would be available in some U.S. cities this fall. See more

e Colombian news outlets reported on the latest book tour of Spanish researcher and science communicator José
Miguel Mulet. In interviews with Agencia EFE and El Tiempo, Mulet criticized anti-biotechnology activists such as
Greenpeace for manipulating the public and using fear to undermine the potential health and environmental
benefits of agricultural biotechnology. See more

e Ugandan science reporter and agriculturalist Isaac Ongu, writing for New Vision, criticized President Yoweri
Museveni's decision not to sign the country's biotechnology bill. He added that the key concerns highlighted in
Museveni's rejection of the measure were already addressed in the country's National Biotechnology and Biosafety
Policy of 2008. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 30, 2018
Date: Tuesday, January 30, 2018 9:02:13 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news and commentary on the European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA) decision to open a consultation on its risk assessment process. Regional media outlets reported on the opening
of a new biosafety laboratory in Namibia, while a Rwandan news outlet noted concerns about that country's draft
biosafety law.

e A Washington law firm analyzing the European Commission's public consultation on the EFSA risk assessment
process highlighted the role of the glyphosate debate as a "stalking horse" for regulations on GM crops. The
commission's Jan. 23 release indicated its decision to take public comments was made in response to comments
received during the European Citizens' Initiative on glyphosate. See more

e News outlets in Namibia reported on the grand opening of the country's National Biotechnology, Testing, Training
and Research Laboratory. At a press event, researchers emphasized the facility's importance to fulfilling
obligations under the recent biosafety act and noted that the testing process would prevent illegal GMO products.
See more

e Following up on a Jan. 26 report, Rwanda's The New Times reported that local researchers and politicians were
concerned that multinational companies may have had a role in drafting the country's proposed biosafety law. The
draft law will be reviewed by the Rwanda Law Reform Commission before potentially being introduced to
parliament. The report quoted a veterinary researcher who claimed that civil society groups around the world
were concerned about diseases and deformities linked to GM crops. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Asia

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Asia during today's monitoring. Click the link
below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan 29, 2018
Date: Monday, January 29, 2018 9:03:47 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments included continued criticism about Stonyfield Farm's ad using children to criticize
GMOs and its removal of reactions from its Facebook page. Mexican news sources reported indigenous Mayan
communities will get legal support from the Campeche state government to oppose GM soy and other GM crops.

¢ Biotechnology advocates continued to criticize Stonyfield's ad featuring young girls spreading misinformation
about GMOs. Hank Campbell of American Council on Science and Health called the ad sexist, arguing it sends a
message that girls can't understand science. Genetic Literacy Project's Andrew Porterfield criticized the company
for censoring thoughtful, science-based comments on its Facebook page. Karen Batra wrote on BIOtech Now that
"social media activity has been swift" in response to the ad and reported a "Banned by Stonyfield" Facebook
group has been created. See more

e La Jornada Maya reported 38 indigenous Mayan communities will receive legal support from the Campeche state
government in their fight to oppose the planting of transgenic soy and GM crops. Mexico's Tribuna de Campeche
reported Campeche signed an agreement with the states of the Yucatan Peninsula to prevent planting of GM
crops, adding Roberto Ivan Alcala Ferraez of the state Environment Ministry noted protocol for this protection is
given in the COP13 framework. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan 26-28, 2018
Date: Sunday, January 28, 2018 9:01:25 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included continued commentary on Stonyfield Farm's ad using
children to criticize GMOs and its removal of science-based reactions from its Facebook page. The Armenian Parliament
conducted a hearing on GMOs as legislation on GMO imports is being drafted.

e Biotechnology advocates criticized Stonyfield Farm for removing polite, scientifically accurate comments from its
Facebook page. Organic Authority reported Stonyfield's official reply called some of its critics "trolls." The
comments reacted to a Stonyfield video that used children to criticize GMOs. AGDAILY posted an open letter from
a group whose comments were deleted. Kevin Folta argued comments were removed because when "social media
erupts with scientific comments in a kind vein, it makes their loyal customer base wonder if they are doing the
right thing by paying more for equivalent products and/or supporting a company that lies to consumers." See
more

e During an Armenian Parliament hearing on GM food, president Karine Danielyan of the NGO For Human
Sustainable Development said GMO products cause "allergenic diseases," counteract antibiotics, are "transmitted
from generation to generation" and cause diseases not recognized by modern medicine. A musician from a heavy
metal rock band urged Armenians to avoid GMOs. A deputy minister said the country is developing legislation to
regulate GMO imports. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More North America items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan 25, 2018
Date: Thursday, January 25, 2018 9:05:32 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued outreach on Nigeria's recently passed biosafety law. In
the U.S., organic dairy producer Stonyfield Farm responded to recent criticism of a marketing campaign.

¢ Nigerian stakeholders continued outreach efforts to explain the potential benefits of GM crops in the country.
Speaking with reporter Nkechi Isaac, the assistant director of the National Biotechnology Development Agency
(NABDA) emphasized the key role that local researchers and companies will play in introducing the crops. Nigeria
Agribusiness Group Coordinator Emmanuel Ijewere told News Agency of Nigeria that the crops could help ensure
the country's food security. See more

e U.S. organic dairy producer Stonyfield Farm released a Facebook video on Tuesday featuring young children
expressing concern over the use of GMOs, prompting backlash from parents and ag advocates. Stonyfield issued a
response, reinforcing its claims that GM crops increase the use of "toxic herbicides." The backlash was highlighted
in a Forbes article by science communicator Kavin Senapathy. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 24, 2018
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 9 04:05 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Brazil's patent office was challenging Monsanto's
patent on its Intacta soybean variety. Canadian activist group Vigilance OGM announced that a third-party certification
group had found an herbicide-tolerance gene in crop weeds.

e Reuters reported that Brazil's patent office planned to side with Aprosoja over a patent dispute, finding that
Monsanto's Intacta RR2 Pro did not offer technological innovation. In a follow-up report, the news agency quoted
a Monsanto spokesperson who said that the company planned to argue against the decision by the court's March
22 deadline. See more

e Anti-biotechnology group Vigilance OGM amplified an October announcement from Quebec's grains research
group that found an herbicide-tolerance gene in wild bird mustard. The activist group claimed that the findings
demonstrated how GMO co-existence measures were inadequate and argued that the introduction of glyphosate-
resistant canola in Canada threatened organic canola producers. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 23, 2018
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 9:02:13 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting on an agriculture forum in Italy, where Italian
stakeholders discussed sustainable growth in the industry. In Spain, Vandana Shiva began a weeklong European
lecture tour. In Uganda, civil society groups held a news conference to criticize the country's proposed biosafety bill.

e Italian media outlets reported on a recent forum held by Confagricoltura at which representatives of the
agriculture industry highlighted the future challenges for Italian agricultural competitiveness. Among other issues
raised, Italian Sen. Roberto Formigoni criticized the pernicious effects of GMO disinformation campaigns spread by
advocacy groups. Senator-for-life Elena Cattaneo, meanwhile, highlighted the potential benefits of new plant
breeding techniques in the region. See more

e Spanish news outlets highlighted Shiva's presentation at the Centre de Cultura Contemporania de Barcelona,
where she criticized industrial approaches to environmental issues. Shiva specifically criticized India's Green
Revolution and accused Monsanto and other companies of undermining biodiversity and peasant agricultural
systems. Shiva will presenting in Madrid on Wednesday (Jan. 24), and in Florence, Italy starting Saturday (Jan.
27). See more

e News outlets in Uganda reported that civil society groups continued to advocate against the country's biosafety
bill. Chimp Reports and Daily Monitor quoted a Food Rights Alliance spokesperson, who told news conference
attendees that the law needed to create clear guidelines for liability and redress when GM crops "contaminate"
indigenous or organic varieties. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 22, 2018
Date: Monday, January 22, 2018 9:04:32 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Chinese researchers have gained U.S. Food and Drug
Administration approval for imports of a transgenic rice variety. In Mexico, local news outlets amplified a Greenpeace
report calling on governments to hold companies accountable for environmental damage.

e English-language Chinese news services reported that a transgenic, pest-resistant rice variety developed by
Huazhong Agricultural University has been approved for import by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Global
Times noted that the crop has not yet been approved for cultivation in China. See more

e Greenpeace International issued a report late last week calling on governments to hold major companies
responsible for environmental damage caused by their activities. The report, "Justice for people and planet,"
accuses regulatory agencies enabling corporate abuses of power. Mexican news outlets amplified the report,
highlighting the case study of Monsanto's efforts to commercialize soy in the Yucatan Peninsula. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 19-21, 2018
Date: Sunday, January 21, 2018 9:11:38 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included a report from the American Enterprise Institute
showing that GM crops do lead to higher yields. There was continued reporting and commentary on the European
advocate general's opinion on how new plant breeding techniques should be classified under GMO regulations. An
Australian official proposed rule changes that would ease restrictions on research and development that uses some
types of gene editing.

e The American Enterprise Institute released a report stating there is little doubt that GM crops generate higher
yields and that biotechnology bans lead to lower worldwide food output.The report notes U.S. corn and soy yields
have increased more than yields in the European Union since GM crops were introduced. The report rebuts claims
made by reporter Danny Hakim of The New York Times. See more

e Science, food, farm, activist and worldwide news sites continued commentary and reporting on the European
advocate general's opinion that mutagenesis and certain types of gene editing should be exempt from regulations
governing GMOs. Michael Antoniou of King's College London called the decision "wrong and potentially
dangerous," arguing that some gene editing methods produce "off-target effects" that can lead to unintended
consequences. Nature reported that German researcher Ralf Wilhelm of the Julius Kiihn Institute said scientists
need to use gene editing to adapt crops for globalization and climate change. See more

e Australia's Cosmos magazine and Xinhua reported Raj Bhula, Australia's gene technology regulator, recommended
that products produced using gene-editing techniques should not be subject to GMO regulations. "With gene
editing you don't always have to use genetic material from another organism, it is just editing the (existing)
material within the organism," Bhula said. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 18, 2018
Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018 9:04:39 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an opinion released by the European advocate general on
whether certain new plant breeding techniques should be classified under GMO regulations. In Ghana, an official with
the Ministry for Food and Agriculture said the country was assessing the use of GM crops under a jobs program.

e The European advocate general, Michal Bobek, issued an opinion on whether certain new plant breeding
techniques fall under Europe's Directive 2001/18/EC regulating GMOs. The opinion clarifies that, while the GMO
directive can apply to processes where no new genetic material is introduced, the new mutagenesis techniques
should be excluded given precedent in how previous mutagenesis-derived crops were regulated. See more
European advocacy groups were quick to respond to the decision. Friends of the Earth said the opinion would
open the door to "new GMOs" and urged the court to disregard the opinion when it makes its final judgement
later this year. InfOGM argued that the opinion ignored the spirit behind the current mutagenesis exemption,
which had been based on a long-term record of safety. See more

¢ In an interview with Ghanaian Times, the deputy director for crop services at the Ministry of Food and Agriculture,
Dr. Solomon Gyan-Ansah, said that Ghana was considering whether to introduce GM crops under its "Planting for
Food and Jobs" program. The minister noted that the country would only consider locally developed GM crops,
highlighting a current field trial of Bt cowpea. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 17, 2018
Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 9 03:04 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued media and activist preparation for a European Court
decision on new plant breeding techniques (NBTs). U.S. and Nigerian news outlets reported on controversies
surrounding efforts to trial GM cowpea and cassava.

e European news outlets reported on a Belgium protest held by European Coordination Via Campesina, where
peasant farming advocates warned that the agricultural industry could undermine farm incomes if allowed to
easily commercialize products developed through NBTs. The activists said they had gathered to support peasant
rights in advance of the European Court of Justice opinion due out Thursday (Jan. 18) on the issue. In other
reports on the pending court opinion, Le Monde published a letter signed by French politicians who urged the
country to have a "consistent" regulatory approach to GMOs and to items produced through NBTs. The politicians
claimed that gene-edited crops could spread through wild populations and undermine biodiversity. See more

¢ Nigerian news outlet Premium Times reported on controversies surrounding Nigeria's field trials of a GM cassava,
noting opposition from the Health of Mother Earth Foundation (HOMEF) and others. Cornell University's Alliance
for Science interviewed the head of the African Agricultural Technology Foundation, highlighting the group's
efforts to improve staple crops such as cowpea and maize. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Latin America

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 15-16, 2018
Date: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 9:04:27 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a prominent European organic advocacy group issuing a
statement calling for new plant breeding techniques (NBTs) to be regulated as GMOs. In Burkina Faso, growers groups
called for the reintroduction of Bt cotton.

¢ In a news release, the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) called for European
regulations on GM crops to include products of new plant breeding techniques and mutagenesis, anticipating
Thursday's European Court of Justice opinion. The group was joined in its call by the European branch of IFOAM
and the Spanish Society of Agriculture/Agroecology. See more

e In Burkina Faso, the Movement for Development and Social Awakening (MODES) held a news conference in which
growers called for the reintroduction of Bt cotton. The group pointed to Burkina Faso's recent drop from the top
cotton-producing spot in Africa. Members of the National Union of Cotton Producers of Burkina (UNPCB) also
called for the country to reassess its decision to stop using the trait. See more

e French seed producer Limagrain told news outlets that it may need to reassess the location of its headquarters
following local vandalism of its crop trials. The company criticized the advocacy group Faucheurs Volontaires
(Volunteer Reapers) for uprooting over a year of work on non-GMO wheat that the group mistook for a genetically
modified crop. See more

e Officials in Maharashtra announced that they would no longer allow seed sellers to "co-market" GM crop traits,
arguing that the re-branding confused farmers and created difficulties in tracking seed sources. The Federation of
Seed Industry of India, meanwhile, responded to the state's efforts to seek damages for failed Bt crop traits. The
group claimed that the state had not properly assessed the damages. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 14, 2018
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2018 9:03:23 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included continued commentary on the Uganda President
Yoweri Museveni rejecting the biosafety bill. Farmers in Burkina Faso requested a return to cultivating Bt cotton.

¢ Biotech advocates and opponents commented on Museveni's decision not to sign Uganda's biotech bill. Minister of
Science, Technology, Innovation Elioda Tumwesigye said the bill would benefit the country and that GMOs are
needed to help feed its rapidly growing population. See more

e During a Saturday press conference in Ouagadougou, farmers criticized the decision to use conventional cotton,
which they blamed for Burkina Faso losing its ranking among top cotton producers. The farmers from the National
Union of Cotton Producers of Burkina Faso requested a return to Bt cotton, which they said requires less pesticide
use and produced higher yields. See more

Due to the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be sent on Tuesday, Jan. 16. Please
check the monitoring portal for updates in the meantime.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 9, 2018
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2018 9 00:33 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that a parliamentary committee in Ghana had
recommended the country adopt the stalled Plant Breeders Bill. In the U.S., industry media outlets responded to the
newly released report from the Task Force on Agriculture and Rural Prosperity.

e In Ghana, the Parliamentary Select Committee on Environment, Science and Technology recommended that the
long-stalled Plant Breeders Bill be reintroduced and adopted. The committee noted that Ghana's Centre for
Scientific and Industrial Research had developed improved plant varieties but that the organization had not
received the benefits due to the country's lack of patent enforcement. See more

e U.S. agricultural news outlets reported on a newly released set of recommendations from President Donald
Trump's Task Force on Agriculture and Rural Prosperity. Among other items, the group highlighted the importance
of reducing the regulatory burdens on farmers; these included modernizing the country's biotechnology
assessments. See more.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 5-7, 2018
Date: Sunday, January 7, 2018 9:04:03 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included continued reporting and commentary on attempts to
genetically engineer the cacao plant to save it from the possibility of extinction and Uganda President Yoweri
Museveni's biosafety bill rejection.

¢ International media amplified a Business Insider article reporting researchers are developing genetically
engineered cacao plants to help prevent the plant's extinction due to climate change. Articles in several
publications questioned whether extinction is likely and commented on efforts to adapt the plant to warmer
temperatures using the CRISPR technique. See more

e Ugandan news sites reported NGOs, environmentalists and a small farmers group praised Museveni for sending
the biosafety bill back to Parliament. An official from the Ugandan Eastern and Southern Africa Small Scale
Farmers Forum said while the farmers do not oppose GM seed, they have concerns regarding patented seed. See
more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 4, 2018
Date: Thursday, January 4, 2018 9:05:21 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Mexican maize producers were questioning a reported
rise in tortilla prices, linking the issue to illegal use of imported GM maize. In Europe, British Environment Secretary
Michael Gove said that the country could begin selling gene-edited animals following its withdrawal from the European
Union.

e Mexican media outlets reported on a controversial claim that tortilla prices were due to rise. In an interview with
Cronica, the president of the National Confederation of Agricultural Producers of Maize of Mexico (CNPAMM) said
that local maize prices had decreased and claimed that the only reason rising energy prices would cause a tortilla
price increase would be because tortilla manufacturers were illegally using imported, transgenic corn. A
representative of the National Alliance of Industrialists of the Masa y la Tortilla said that the rumors of a price
increase were unfounded. See more

e Gove told attendees at the Oxford Farming Conference that the U.K.'s withdrawal from the European Union could
open the country's use of farming technologies such as gene-edited animals. While noting that the move could
raise political questions, Gove highlighted the opportunity for Britain to take its own stance on gene-editing
technologies. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Jan. 3, 2017
Date: Wednesday, January 3, 2018 9:04 06 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included ongoing commentary on the Ugandan president's decision not to
sign the country's biosafety law. In India, a seed trade group threatened to stop producing stacked trait Bt cotton
seeds.

e Uganda's Daily Monitor reported that a coalition of activists under the umbrella group Environment and Food
Sovereignty announced support for President Yoweri Museveni's decision not to sign the national biotechnology
and biosafety bill. In a news conference, the activists claimed that scientists were overstating the climate benefits
of new GM crops. Meanwhile, Robert Sekitoleko, chairperson of the committee on science and technology, said
that MPs were focused on educating the president on clauses that address his concerns about the bill. See more

e In a letter to the agriculture ministry, representatives of the National Seed Association of India threatened to stop
producing Bt cotton seeds unless the government met their demands to break the companies' license agreement
with trait manufacturers. The groups criticized state efforts to hold them liable for paying compensation to
farmers who suffered losses to pink bollworm. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Report: USDA GAIN Report states European Union and its member states, under pressure from anti-

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
hae.johnson@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

joe. v-fluence.com

877-835-8362, ext. 2005

v-Fluence | http://www.v-fluence.com

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2018

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider

Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

Constant Contact

-]

Try it free today

001005



2019-FAS-03111-F

From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 29, 2017 - Jan. 2, 2018
Date: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 9 05:14 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Recent global biotechnology monitoring focused heavily on two new research developments. Response also continues
to the Ugandan president's refusal to sign a biosafety bill.

¢ University of California-Berkeley researchers, working with candy maker Mars, are using CRISPR technology to
adapt cacao plants to resist climate warming, arguing that if no action is taken, the plant could be extinct in 40
years otherwise. The development received international attention from media outlets hailing the technique as the
savior of chocolate. See more

e Working in collaboration with University of Queensland and University of Sydney, the U.K.'s John Innes Centre
announced the development of a speed-breeding platform that could allow scientists to improve plant genetics
faster. While the researchers behind the project promoted it as a supplement to other modern technologies, anti-
GMO stakeholders may position the platform as an alternative to agricultural biotechnology. See more

e Uganda President Yoweri Museveni's decision to not sign a biosafety bill received noticeable response from
scientists and activists. Among responses from the science community, Science Foundation for Livelihoods and
Development Executive Director Arthur Makara published an op-ed in New Vision calling the decision the biggest
disappointment of the year and highlighting the flaws in the president's letter defending his refusal to sign. Health
of Mother Earth Foundation activist Nnimmo Bassey praised the decision in an op-ed in Business Day. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
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agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 27-28, 2017
Date: Thursday, December 28, 2017 9 05:18 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Recent global biotechnology developments included news that Uganda's president decided not to sign the country's
biosafety bill into law. A peasant leader in Mexico claimed that transgenic soy was still being planted despite a court
moratorium, and Bangladesh approved a new GM rice variety.

e Uganda's president, Yoweri Museveni, decided not to sign the country's national biotechnology and biosafety bill.
Local media outlets reported that, in a letter to Parliament, Museveni urged legislators to incorporate strict
coexistence measures to protect local crop varieties from GM pollen and to investigate the impact on farmers'
ability to save seeds. See more

e Mexico's La Jornada Maya highlighted claims by local peasant leader José Dolores Lopez Barrios that the illegal
sowing of transgenic soy in the Yucatan Peninsula had resulted in bee die-offs and had negatively affected honey
producers in the region. Barrios added that beekeepers had not been compensated for their losses. See more

e Bangladesh's The Daily Star reported that the government had approved five new varieties of rice, including a
hybrid rice with increased zinc tolerance and a transgenic rice developed to be more easily reaped by mechanical
harvesters. See more

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: Your next snapshot will be sent Tuesday, Jan. 2, when the normal distribution schedule
resumes. Please check the monitoring portal for the latest updates.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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criticizing European Food Safety Authority for ignoring data demonstrating combinatorial effects of Cry-
xins and Roundup in 'stacked' GM plan

Latin America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 20, 2017
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 9:04:08 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that a French journalist had been injured during an anti-
GMO protest. Concerns over Bt cotton use in India remained elevated, according to officials in various farming regions.
Bolivia's president called for a proposal on how the country could begin cultivating GM crops.

¢ A journalist with France Bleu was reportedly attacked by police firing tear gas during a supermarket protest
organized by the Volunteer Reapers. An editorial in that publication said police specifically targeted the journalist
and called the action "intolerable." About 15 Volunteer Reapers had joined the protest to criticize the use of GM
animal feed. See more

e As cotton harvests in India continue, the use of Bt cotton remains controversial. Maharashtras governor urged
researchers to develop new varieties that can withstand pink bollworm predation, while in Telangana farmers
called for Monsanto to pay compensation over the illegal proliferation of an herbicide tolerant cotton in that
region. Telangana officials announced that they would be strictly policing cotton seed sales next year. See more

e Bolivian president Evo Morales asked local business leaders to offer a proposal on the country's cultivation of GM
crops, adding that he'd like to review the analysis by March. Specifically, Morales noted the interest in cultivation
and eventual export of soybean, corn, cotton and cane. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Bonus Eventus Resources
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Crop Protection Snapshot - Dec. 20, 2017
Date: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 9:02:06 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Crop Protection Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS . icomes i food and sorciture

Continued coverage and analysis of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's draft risk assessment for glyphosate
and related issues, dicamba drift and chlorpyrifos use in California dominated crop protection monitoring today.

e The U.S. EPA's draft human health and ecological risk assessments for glyphosate for public comment continue to
draw interest from the media and environmental groups, including Politico Pro Europe, Food & Environment
Reporting Network and legal news outlets anticipating future opposition from environmental groups. Food &
Water Watch and Sustainable Pulse published responses highlighting several reasons why the agency's conclusion
should be different. See more Roundup-related litigation discussion remains steady. Joanna Szabo of Top Class
Actions announced a new lawsuit against Monsanto alleging Roundup resulted in a diagnosis of hon-Hodgkin
lymphoma, and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Baum law firm announced the filing of 50 new San Francisco Roundup
cancer lawsuits against Monsanto. See more In the EU, we continue to see coverage of farmer concerns over the
potential loss of glyphosate. In addition, Politico Pro reported that a German lawmaker in the People's Party, Peter
Jahr, said Parliament's call for an independent authority must go "hand in hand" with increased resources. Jahr
also asserted that the European Food Safety Authority's opinions based on science do not always fit with the
public or political opinion and that often a political decision is given preference. The Austrian province of Carinthia
has reportedly informed the EU Commission that it plans to ban glyphosate for three more years. Lastly, European
Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis wrote a piece in Ouest France calling for a broader debate over pesticides
following the glyphosate controversy, noting the movement toward transparency. See more

e Several U.S. ag news sites reported on dicamba drift-related developments, including a West Central Distribution-
sponsored webinar highlighting efforts by BASF and EPA to help farmers avoid off-target drift, a Bloomberg BNA
piece on Monsanto's opposition to planned restrictions on 2018 dicamba use in several states and an Iowa State
University agronomy professor's historical perspective on dicamba. Late yesterday, the South Dakota Department
of Agriculture announced it has approved Engenia, Xtendimax with Vapor Grip technology and Fexapan herbicides
for use in the state for the 2018 growing season. See more

e Sen. Tom Udall reportedly said he would lift his hold on the Pesticide Registration Improvement Act, which would
impose fees on pesticide registrants to generate funding for the Office of Pesticide Programs, if the EPA responds
to his concerns about chlorpyrifos. In addition, Western Farm Press reported on the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation's interim mitigation measures to reduce chlorpyrifos exposure while it reviews comments and
makes its final risk assessment. A California news site highlighted comments by NGOs contending that classifying
chlorpyrifos under Proposition 65 shows that state is ready to take more direction concerning regulation and call
for a statewide ban. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent crop protection items, click here
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Latin America

There were no notable developments in today's monitoring of Latin America. Click below for the latest
items.

More Latin America items

North America
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For more information, contact:

Director Karlie Baker
karlie.baker@v-fluence.com
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 19, 2017
Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 9:01:36 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included continued remembrances of Harvard scholar Calestous Juma, who
passed away last week. In Uruguay, the country's environment minister criticized recent GM crop approvals.

e Remembrances for Harvard scholar Calestous Juma continued today, with commentary in U.S. and African news
sites highlighting Juma's staunch support for African agricultural innovation. See more

¢ Uruguay's National Biosafety Monitor approved 14 new GM crops, including four new GM maize and soy varieties.
The news prompted criticism from Environment Minister Eneida de Ledn, who said the science on crop risks
remained unclear. See more

e In Mexico, Greenpeace criticized the potential agriculture secretary nominee of presidential candidate Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador. Media outlets reported that the group claimed that Victor Villabolos, who had been named
as a possible choice for the position, was a promoter of transgenic crops despite the crops' clear environmental
and economic risks. See more

¢ In association with the Global Landscapes Forum occurring in Bonn, the International Institute for Environment
and Development announces launch of SENTINEL project, a UK and Africa coordinated effort to preserve
environmental systems while meeting Africa's food needs. The four-year project aims to reorient "ill-informed"
agricultural policies in Africa that fail to account for climate change and socioeconomic needs of farmers. See
more.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Latin America

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M - i it
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 18, 2017
Date: Monday, December 18, 2017 9 02:01 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology monitoring featured a new India parliamentary recommendation on GMOs, coverage of
Giorgio Fidenato's acquittal for GM crop cultivation and a Politico preview of 2018 U.S. biotech regulation.

e In India, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Science and Technology, Environment and Forests tabled a
report today recommending that no GM crop, including GM mustard, be introduced in the country unless it's
biosafety and socio-economic desirability is evaluated by an independent and transparent process. The news was
reported by United News of India. See more

o An Italian news outlet reported the Court of Udine acquitted farmer Giorgio Fidenato for growing GM corn in Friuli
in 2014. According to the report, Fidenato noted plans to seek compensation for damages and to plant GM corn in
2018. See more

e Politico Pro reported the U.S. Department of Agriculture is planning to tackle 27 final rules in fiscal 2018 to ease
regulatory requirements, including one governing regulations of GMO labeling, which the agency plans to tackle
first with a final action delivered in July (see more). Meanwhile, a Politico Pro feature suggested biotech
proponents may increase lobbying in 2018 for the Trump administration to update the rules governing biotech
crop approvals. According to the report, supporters see the current administration as the best shot for passing
changes to the framework, adding that if action doesn't begin soon, policymakers will likely run out of time to
pass meaningful legislation. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
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More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
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For more information, contact:
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 15-17, 2017
Date: Sunday, December 17, 2017 9 04:26 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology monitoring included an announcement the Gates Foundation will designate $300 million to
develop crops that will thrive despite climate change. Anti-biotech NGO African Center for Biodiversity announced it will
release a report in 2018 recommending harmonized seed regulations in Africa. Agence France-Presse continued
reporting on the wheat test plot that was vandalized in France.

o Reuters reported the Gates Foundation pledged $300 million to help smallholder farmers in Asia and Africa adapt
to climate change by developing drought-, heat-, disease- and pest-resistant crops. Christophe Noisette of the
activist group Inf'OGM called it a "false solution." See more

e ACB announced it will recommend harmonized seed laws for southern and eastern African nations, which it says
will facilitate trade across borders. The recommendation also would ensure that smallholder farmers can save
seeds, which ACB says would free farmers from being locked into buying seeds from large agribusinesses or
larger farms. See more

e French seed company Limagrain announced there were no GM crops planted in the fields vandalized by the anti-
biotech group Volunteer Reapers in Verneuil I'Etang, about 50 kilometers south of Paris. Activists scattered several
varieties of wheat seed in the field. A company official told Agence France-Presse one to two years of research on
conventional grain were lost as a result. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

001032



2019-FAS-03111-F

in opposition to "hidden GMOs"

Latin America

001033



2019-FAS-03111-F

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
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For more information, contact:
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 14, 2017
Date: Thursday, December 14, 2017 9 04:00 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology monitoring featured a Volunteer Reaper anti-GMO demonstration, coverage of an Alliance
for Food Sovereignty in Africa media engagement meeting and a Bloomberg feature on GMO innovation obstacles.

e The French anti-GMO group Inf'OGM announced Volunteer Reapers entered a wheat seed variety testing platform
run by French seed company Limagrain and proceeded to sow wheat from peasant and farmer seeds. The
demonstration was held to denounce the opacity of the seed firm in its lobbying for deregulation of new breeding
techniques. See more

e The Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA) is leading an interactive meeting for media and member
organizations in Uganda, which aims to engage the media on issues of food sovereignty. Speaking with a local
news outlet, AFSA Programmes Coordinator Bridget Mugambe said emerging policies in Africa support industrial
agriculture models versus smallholder farmers, citing the New Alliance for Food Security as an example. The
meeting runs through tomorrow (Dec. 15). See more

e Bloomberg published a feature examining the roadblocks for GM crop developments, quoting the University of
California-Berkeley's Peggy Lemaux, who believes anti-GMO activists are keeping investors away. Cornell Alliance
for Science director Sarah Davidson Evanega is also featured in the piece, noting how delays in biotech adoption
negatively impacts developing nations. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the link below for
the latest items.

M g ia it
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Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 13, 2017
Date: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 9:01:54 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology monitoring featured a hearing on a Food Sovereignty Ghana GMO opposition suit, the
discovery of GMOs in birdfeed in Switzerland and the launch of a new U.S. government comment period.

e The Human Rights Court in Accra, Ghana, was scheduled to hear the case brought by a Food Sovereignty Ghana-
led NGO coalition against the National Biosafety Authority seeking declarations affirming GM rice and cowpea
commercialization have met international and domestic risk assessment and GMO management laws. In
anticipation of the hearing, Ghana Parliamentary Agriculture Committee member Yaw Frimpong Addo published
an op-ed accusing Food Sovereignty Ghana of attempting to block the introduction of GMOs (see more). A piece
by Joseph Opoku Gakpo of the Cornell Alliance for Science also amplified criticism of the NGO (see more).

e The Swiss Federal Office for the Environment announced inspectors identified birdseed contaminated with GM
oilseed rape, prompting officials to contact importers to take measures to reduce impurities. The agency added
that birdseed from trade will be regularly monitored in the future. The announcement was amplified by Swiss anti-
GMO NGO Schweizer Allianz Gentechfrei. See more

e The U.S. Food and Drug Administration solicited comments on how it should collect input for its consultation for
foods derived from new plant varieties. The agency will accept comments through Feb. 12. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Latin America

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 12, 2017
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 9:04 54 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology monitoring featured India government action against Monsanto over failed Bt crop
performance and GMO labeling developments in Brazil and Uruguay.

¢ India's CNN-News18 reported that the Maharashtra ag department registered formal complaints against Monsanto
and five other seed companies in response to Bt cotton crops' failure to protect against pink bollworm. Officials
allege Monsanto deceived farmers and the government. See more

e The Brazilian consumer group Proteste voiced opposition to the proposed Brazil GMO labeling initiative. According
to a media report covering the group's advocacy, the Committee on Social Affairs will vote on the policy in a
meeting tomorrow (Dec. 13). See more

¢ Officials from Uruguay's Montevideo region reinstated a local 2013 GMO labeling law previously placed on hold
due to disagreement among various stakeholders on its viability and interpretation. Media reports note the
government approved updates to the policy to require labeling if GMOs exceed 1 percent within an individual
ingredient of a food product or 1 percent of the entire product. Labeling proponents expressed anger about
implementation delays due to ongoing resistance by commercial interests. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 11, 2017
Date: Monday, December 11, 2017 9 05:05 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an Armenian agriculture ministry meeting on the country's GMO
policy and continued response to the World Trade Organization summit.

o A biosafety working group within the Armenian Ministry of Agriculture reportedly met today and recommended
the country adhere to the precautionary principle when making regulatory decisions on genetically modified crops,
prompting media to report the country is moving toward banning the use of GM products. According to reports,
working group members made the recommendations based on an argument that the safety of GMOs has yet to
be proven. The chair of the group requested members compile a draft bill for review in two weeks. See more

e Argentine news outlet La Izquierda Diario published two commentaries today responding to the WTO summit. In
one of the pieces, Carlos Vicente of Multisectoral NO to the Monsanto Seeds Act warned the summit will force
approval of the "Monsanto Law." In a separate piece, one of the publication's columnists praised protests against
the summit, arguing the voices of activists are needed to challenge the event positioned to favor multinationals in
the wake of WTQO's decision to ban NGOs and journalists. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 8-10, 2017
Date: Sunday, December 10, 2017 9 01 03 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included activist commentary on and protests at the World
Trade Organization meeting in Argentina. There was continued reporting on investigations into farmer deaths in India.

e NGOs Friends of the Earth and Global Justice Now criticized Argentine President Mauricio Macri for banning their
representatives from the WTO meeting in Buenos Aires. Activist Alberto Villareal said the action undermines WTO
legitimacy. La Via Campensina announced protesters would gather to denounce the "devastating effects" the
WTO has had on peasant agriculture. See more

e During a Nagpur, India, seminar called "Bt Cotton, A Boon or Curse to Farmers," panelists concluded that Bt
cotton benefited only Monsanto, noting farmers' profits did not increase despite increased yields. They blamed Bt
cotton's failure to control pests as a contributor to farmers' deaths from pesticide spraying. Monsanto's P Suresh
said farmers in the area failed to follow prescribed Bt cotton cultivation regimes, contributing to pest resistance.
He also urged a crackdown on illegal Bt cotton seed sales. The Hindu reported the state of Telangana is acting to
check illegal seed production and sale. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 7, 2017
Date: Thursday, December 7, 2017 9:02:30 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an NGO news conference criticizing GM soy cultivation in Mexico's
Yucatan Peninsula and activist previews of events protesting the upcoming World Trade Organization meeting in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

e Peasant farming groups held a news conference today in Mexico calling for a complete ban on GM crops in the
Yucatan Peninsula. Leaders claimed that the international agriculture industry violated human rights in promoting
GM soy and warned that the crop varieties would undermine peasant livelihoods and pollute indigenous
environments. See more

e Activists with La Via Campesina previewed coordinated actions protesting the World Trade Organization meeting
scheduled for next week. Among other issues, NGOs affiliated with the actions highlighted leaked documents
outlining an EU trade deal being negotiated with Mercosur nations. Greenpeace Netherlands, which released the
document, accused EU countries of threatening Latin American biodiversity. See more

e Controversy over Bt cotton in India continued as activists linked the trait's failure to protect against pink bollworm
to farmer poisonings in Tamil Nadu. The groups called for compensation for farmers and educational programs to
help farmers identify alternatives. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More North America items

Africa

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Africa during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

More Africa items

environment
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Latin America

Announcement: Australian Department of Health's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator posts

Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 6, 2017
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 9 02:43 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that India's Telangana state had called for the destruction
of illegal herbicide-tolerant cotton. In related news, media outlets reported that a political leader was detained and
then released during protests over failing Bt cotton. European news outlets continued to highlight a Norwegian group's
recent policy statement on new plant breeding techniques (NBTS).

e In India, Telangana's agriculture secretary, C. Parthasarathi, issued a letter to district collectors, calling on them
to report any illegal herbicide-tolerant cotton and to destroy it. In the statement, Parthasarathi warned that the
illegal cotton risked "contaminating" native varieties and that widespread use of glyphosate would destroy
biological resources. See more

¢ In related reports, media outlets reported that political leader Yashwant Sinha had been arrested and later
released over his participation in protests that linked failing Bt cotton traits to farmer pesticide poisonings. Sinha
warned that an outbreak of Bt-resistant pink bollworm was placing significant stress on farmers, and he called for
the government to meet demands for compensation and for holding seed companies accountable. See more

e European news outlets continued to highlight the Norway Biotechnology Council (Bioteknologir&det) statement on
new plant breeding techniques. A U.K. fish industry site highlighted the implications for salmon breeding, while
commentary in Nationen pointed out the need for public education on the issue. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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wron ring forum on resistin M maize in Mexi

More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.

M 5 iait
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

joe. v-fluence.com

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
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From: Bonus Eventus

To: caitrin.martin@fas.usda.gov

Subject: Your Bonus Eventus registration details
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 3:27:37 PM

Hello caitrinmartin,
Thank you for registering!
You may login here: https://community.bonuseventus.org. If you have any questions or issues

logging in, please email us at info@bonuseventus.org.

Thanks very much!
The Bonus Eventus Team
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Caitrin.Martin@fas.usda.gov

Subject: Welcome!

Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 3:05:45 PM

Welcome to the Bonus Eventus network!

You're now just a click away from a wealth of knowledge on food and agriculture
issues. All that's left for you to do is to set up your own personal account and
password.

Register Now

You'll soon receive a separate note with more in-depth instructions on how to use the
many tools included in the Bonus Eventus community, including research on
noteworthy stakeholders and tracking of key media activity and activist campaigns.
Some highlights are noted below

You'll also be receiving our weekly Favorable Outcomes newsletter featuring articles
worth sharing.

STAKEHOLDER DATABASE ISSUES MONITORING PORTAL
A library of background information on key Daily tracking of current events, news
players influencing food and agriculture coverage and activist activities on food and
issues - and who's funding them agriculture issues

NETWORKING CALENDAR

Connect with other experts and influencers  See upcoming events of note - or let the
seeking favorable outcomes and science- network know of an event you're planning
based dialogue. Or find an expert in a or attending.

particular field.
|
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 5, 2017
Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 9:04:19 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an announcement from the U.S. Society of Toxicology outlining
the safety of products made using genetic modification. In Europe, the Norwegian Biotechnology Council issued policy
recommendations calling for gene-edited products to be regulated under a less restrictive program than current GM
crops. The European Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC) also issued a report calling for Europe to foster
innovation in order to meet future food needs.

e The U.S. Society of Toxicology announced that it was releasing a new issue statement on the safety of GM food
and feed. The group affirmed previous academic societies' conclusions on the safety of current products. In a
forum article associated with the statement, the group noted that GMO labeling mandates have little food safety
relevance but can reflect consumer concerns. See more

e In a policy report on the "Opportunities and challenges for research on food and nutrition security and agriculture
in Europe," the EASAC urged European policy makers to emphasize innovation in addressing future food security.
In its report, the group noted that dietary changes would be required. The group also highlighted the potential of
gene editing to be a central part of future agriculture. See more.

e Norway's biotechnology council (Bioteknologirddet) released an official statement on regulating products of so-
called new plant breeding techniques (NBTs). The group will accept public comments on the proposal through
May and will conduct in-person outreach sessions in early 2018. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Asia items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 4, 2017
Date: Monday, December 4, 2017 9:02:05 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included anti-biotechnology activists ETC Group and Testbiotech accusing
the Gates Foundation of promoting the "risky" technology of gene drives. In Australia, public comments opened on
proposed amendments to the country's National Gene Technology Scheme.

e ETC Group and Testbiotech, in preparation for a meeting tomorrow (Dec. 5) of the Convention on Biological
Diversity's Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Synthetic Biology, released over 1,000 emails that they claim show
the Gates Foundation and the U.S. military were attempting to lobby United Nations officials in support of so-
called "gene drive" technology. The groups warned that the technology was "error-prone" and could have
significant unintended effects. See more

e Australia's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator announced that comments had opened on the proposed
amendments to the country's national gene technology scheme. The proposed changes would exclude some
gene-edited crops from regulation as GMOs and would require licenses for any application of so-called "gene
drive" technology. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Dec. 1-3, 2017
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2017 9:04:42 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included an activist blaming deaths of Indian farmers on Bt
cotton usage. A Swiss newsletter questioned what happened to the "Factor GMO" study and the millions of dollars
donated to fund the GMO research project. NGOs responded to news that Argentina rescinded accreditation for the
World Trade Organization's meeting on free trade agreements.

¢ Activist Bharat Dogra wrote in The Hindu that the Maharashtra area where farmers died from what is claimed to
be pesticide poisoning has a large concentration of Bt cotton usage. Dogra argued that rather than reduced
pesticide use, the area has seen increased spraying and linked the poisoning to the Bt cotton. An article on the
Indian news site Mint noted a report on the farmers' deaths will be presented to the Maharashtra state legislature
during a legislative session starting Dec. 11. According to the Mint article, the report "did not exonerate" pesticide
manufacturers. See more

e A Swiss science industry newsletter noted that three years ago, the Russian NGO National Association for Genetic
Safety raised a reported $25 million for a three-year research project on GMO safety. The newsletter reported
that although the website still accepts donations, no research is forthcoming and inquiries are not returned. The
newsletter also reported Italy's Ramazzini Institute has a similar crowd-sourcing project and its director, Fiorella
Belpoggi, also had a leading role in "Factor GMO" until he left the project "under unclear circumstances." See
more

e The Financial Times reported Argentina banned 60 NGOs from a WTO meeting Dec. 10-13 in Buenos Aires on free
trade agreements due to fears of protests at the event. Global Justice Now's Nick Dearden said the Argentine
government took an authoritarian approach and said a U.S.-U.K. trade agreement would "change food
standards." See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

Commentary: Joan Conrow warns EPA grant for outreach project on Kauai supporting anti-GMO

i ompan hat grow GMO
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Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : -

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2017
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 30, 2017
Date: Thursday, November 30, 2017 9:00 53 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included media coverage of Kenya's successful field trial of a drought- and
insect-resistant maize. Activists in Mexico claimed international agricultural companies were attempting to undermine
judicial powers protecting native environments.

e Researchers with the Water Efficient Maize for Africa (WEMA) project held a news conference Wednesday to
highlight the success of a GM maize field trial. The Star reported that the maize had proven resistant to fall
armyworm and was drought-tolerant. WEMA researcher Murenga Mwimali noted that the country's ban on GM
crops currently would prevent farmers from utilizing the crop. See more

e Activists with the Colectividad del Maiz told news outlets that a group of transnational agriculture companies, led
by DuPont, was seeking to overturn judges' ability to stop GM crop cultivation. The activists pointed to recent
decisions blocking maize and soy plantings and said they were "certain" that the country's supreme court would
uphold the judicial power. See more

¢ Indian organic agriculture activist Vandana Shiva called for legal proceedings against Monsanto, claiming that the
company's faulty Bt cotton crops led to farmer deaths. Shiva claimed that Monsanto had been behind the illegal
spread of herbicide-tolerant Bt cotton seeds in several planting regions. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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Mor nia item
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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Analyst Shae Johnson
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877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 29, 2017
Date: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 9 04:11 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included South Australia's extension of a GM crop moratorium. Mexican
activists continued to respond to the government's revocation of Monsanto's permits for GM soy release.

e South Australia's Lower House passed an extension of the state's moratorium on GM crop cultivation, finalizing the
ban through 2025. Greens leader Mark Parnell called the decision a "significant advantage" for local farmers. See
more

e Activists continued to respond to last week's news that Mexico's SENASICA had withdrawn permission for
Monsanto to sell transgenic soy varieties. Writing in La Jornada Maya, a biologist with the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM) argued the gesture was meaningless given widespread illegal cultivation of the
crops. In a news release, U.S. advocacy group Organic Consumers Association claimed the move was a victory for
local communities. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 28, 2017
Date: Tuesday, November 28, 2017 9:04:26 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included ongoing reporting on the Philippines' National Biotechnology
Week. In the U.S., news outlets amplified a Politico article on potential rifts in food industry lobbying efforts.

e Media outlets in the Philippines continued to report on the country's National Biotechnology Week activities.
Writing in SunStar, columnist Robert L. Domoguen recounted a speech in which the country's agriculture minister
voiced his support for the development of Golden Rice. Business Mirror reported on a news conference where
local researchers highlighted positive traits in biotech products and crops. See more

e U.S. food news outlets amplified a Politico report claiming that food companies were abandoning the Grocery
Manufacturers Association lobbying group largely over conflicts on transparency policies and millennial-focused
marketing. Food Dive quoted GMA communications exec Roger Lowe, who defended the organization's track
record on GMO labeling. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2017

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov
Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

001089



2019-FAS-03111-F

Constant Contact

Try it free today

001090



2019-FAS-03111-F

From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 27, 2017
Date: Monday, November 27, 2017 9:02 07 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that an activist group had sued for information on GM crop
cultivation in Ghana. European news outlets reported on efforts to develop a low-gluten gene-edited wheat.

e Ghana's Joy reported that advocacy group Food Sovereignty Ghana filed a lawsuit against the National Biosafety
Committee seeking information on whether efforts to commercialize Bt rice and cowpea had complied with local
regulations. The lawsuit is similar to the group's February 2015 suit, which was struck down by the court. A
spokesperson for Food Sovereignty Ghana said that further legal actions could follow in an attempt to
demonstrate that GM crops are not needed in the country. See more

e European media outlets amplified news that Spanish researchers have successfully developed a wheat with
reduced toxins for gluten allergy sufferers. The findings were released in Plant Biotechnology Journal. The
Independent quoted a representative of Coeliac U.K., who said that celiac disease patients were likely to embrace
wheat without "problem" gluten. See more

e Science communicators affiliated with the "Science Moms" documentary, writing in Medium, criticized U.S. Right
to Know activist Carey Gillam for claiming in her book "Whitewash" that documentary participants were funded by
Monsanto. The authors go on to refute that and other claims and call for a nuanced dialogue on science issues
that don't revert to insults about funding. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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More Latin America items

Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 23-26, 2017
Date: Sunday, November 26, 2017 11 01:45 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the Thanksgiving holiday weekend included two setbacks for biotechnology in
Mexico. At the Food and Agriculture Organization regional ag biotech meeting in Ethiopia, the country's agricultural
minister highlighted biotech's ability to increase production.

e International media reported a Mexican regulatory agency revoked Monsanto's permit to commercialize GM soy in
seven states. Reuters reported Monsanto's response that the permit was withdrawn based "on unwarranted legal
and technical grounds." Mexican news site Reforma reported the action was taken because Monsanto's GM soy
was planted in areas where it is not authorized. See more

e A Mexican court rejected an appeal to lift a ban on commercial GM maize planting. The court found it is not
authorized to rule on the matter, so it will be determined by the Supreme Court. Agencia EFE reported the
decision maintains the ban. A La Jornada San Luis editorial called the decision, along with the ban on GM soy, a
beginning of policy "that prioritizes food security, the conservation of agricultural heritage and the protection of
health." See more

e Chinese news agency Xinhua reported Ethiopian Minister Eyasu Abraha said the country is promoting
biotechnology use to increase food production and nutrition. Conference participant Rajeev Varshney wrote for
India's Down to Earth, noting that many biotech products would help improve food security while using fewer
resources. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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001097



2019-FAS-03111-F

Africa

mmen : Third World Network M n now failin ntrol pink bollworm

I istant to Bt toxin, leading to i - ticid

001098



660100

Aepoy @21y 31 AuL

-]

J08JUO)) JUBISUOD)

Y3Im uonjeloqe||od Ul BIoSMIUSASSNUOq@DUI0Y UOW AQ JUsSS

TSpIAOId 30 AJSS N0 JN0qY | [TeWs SIUY pIemios
AOB BPSN SEJOUSUB)-ABI SUBI 4, 9qH0SqNSUNSIes

22726 VD '0B31Q ues “py syusbay 0L ‘@dusn|4-A

£T0Z Ul ‘SuoneRy 21jgnd SAIIRISIU] UIN|H-A

*29€8-G€8 (££8) 10 WO02'3dUIN|J-ADOJUI I8 PAWODAM e SaUINbU] *pajuasaid usaq dAey Ady)
WoyMm 0} 3oudIpNe Jo Jaupied Quald Aue JO SMIIA 3Y) 1033 A|LIBSSSD3U J0U Op ASU L *dUT ‘SUONHEIRY dIiGNd SAIDRISIUI S2USN|4-A JO 3SOU) A9|0S aJe Hodal Sy} Ul papIACid SiSAjeue pue SMIIA YL

- H | @duan|4-A
5002 "I '79£8-6€8-/£8
025 J0r ISAjleuy
€40T "IX® ‘79£8-5€8-£/8
uosuyor seys 1sAleuy
1JORJUOD ‘UO[I_WIOJUI DIOW JO4
'sal||e JuaAS Hujwoodn 'sanss| a.nynoLbe
ainynoube pue sisijeulnof ‘sisydieasal  ue Inoge mouy Saljje 19| 10 Ixau pue pooj bupuanpjui suoneziueblio
pue spadxa dlwapede YyIm oauuo)  buiuaddey ag pinod smau a1aym 23S pue 3jdoad sy Uo UoeWIOUI D10
Kl[IIHIIIIIIOD Jepuafeo oseqelep
SN]UaAY Snuog SJULAY Iop[oyayels
S92INO0SIY SNJUSAY Snuog 9J0JA

" 1| USWILIOA 1N pue[eaZ MoN 9944-39 ¢ [oTSMoN

uoneu 931J-3 " uen SHeu
BIUBII()

4-111€0-SV4-610¢



2019-FAS-03111-F

From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 22, 2017
Date: Wednesday, November 22, 2017 4 50:43 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's public release of
comments on an agricultural biotechnology education campaign. Mexican news outlets previewed an expected Friday
court decision on the country's GM maize moratorium.

e Following the Nov. 17 conclusion of a comment period, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration posted over 500
comments submitted in response to its questions about agricultural biotechnology outreach. Several industry
groups - including the National Milk Producers Federation and the Biotechnology Innovation Organization -
highlighted the importance of explaining GM crop safety. Activists with Soil Not Oil, Center for Food Safety and
Consumers Union urged the agency to be clear about agricultural biotechnology's drawbacks. See more

e |a Jornada reported that a First Circuit Court is expected to decide Friday (Nov. 24) on whether to extend
Mexico's four-year GM maize moratorium. Reporter Angelica Enciso noted that 26 amparo lawsuits had been filed
against commercialization of the crops and highlighted Colectividad del Maiz claims that transgenic maize varieties
threaten landrace varieties. See more

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, your next Global Biotech Snapshot will be sent Sunday, Nov. 26. Please check the
monitoring portal for updates in the meantime.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Oceania

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Oceania during today's monitoring. Click the
link below for the latest items.
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database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 21, 2017
Date: Tuesday, November 21, 2017 9:01 56 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included reporting on the launch of "Biotechnology Week" in the
Philippines. In the U.S., lawmakers and agriculture stakeholders warned of the impacts of a withdrawal from the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

e The Philippines Information Agency reported on the launch of National Biotechnology Week in Quezon City. At a
ribbon-cutting ceremony, Deputy House Speaker Sharon Garin emphasized the environmental and economic
benefits of GM crop farming. A local media report noted highlighted a "farmer-artist" show on the theme of
biotechnology in agriculture. See more

e In separate statements, U.S. senators and Texas Farm Bureau representatives warned the U.S. Commerce
Secretary that a withdrawal from NAFTA could have widespread negative consequences for the country's
agricultural sector. The Texas group noted that the sector employed over half a million people while the senators
called for a detailed analysis of the trade agreement's impact. See more

e French media outlets reported on Coordination Rurale protests over the country's importation of GM soybeans.
Local news sites claimed that over 200 activists blockaded ports in Lorient and Montoir-de-Bretagne. In a
statement to Agence France-Presse, a spokesperson for the group linked the event to concerns over the European
Union's discussions on glyphosate. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 20, 2017
Date: Monday, November 20, 2017 9:01:26 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology commentary included criticism of European agricultural policies on new plant breeding
techniques and GM crop imports. In Africa, Ugandan researchers previewed a new disease-resistant banana variety.

e Highlighting France's ongoing Etats généraux de I'alimentation (State of Food) consultations, the NGO France
Nature Environnement issued a statement criticizing the country's Haut Conseil des Biotechnologies (HCB) for
proposing a product-based regulatory system on plants developed through gene editing. Calling the decision
"vague," the group accused the HCB of facilitating agribusiness rather than supporting an agroecological model.
See more

e French advocacy group Coordination Rurale previewed protests scheduled for Tuesday (Nov. 21) at ports in
Lorient and St. Nazaire. In a statement, the group claimed that Europe's importation of GM soybeans from the
U.S. and South America threatened local farmers and undermined food sovereignty goals. It also warned of
potential health implications from glyphosate residues. See more

e Researchers with Uganda's National Agricultural Research Laboratories told reporters with The Observer that a
disease-resistant banana with higher levels of beta carotene was on track for distribution in 2021. The researchers
added that the agency had several beneficial crops under development and praised the recently passed biosafety
law for allowing field trials. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 17-19, 2017
Date: Sunday, November 19, 2017 9:04 51 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology news over the weekend included reporting and commentary on the United Nations climate
summit in Germany. Biotechnology workshops in Ghana have farmers seeking GM seed. Media reported that a study
indicated organic farming can feed the world if other goals are met internationally.

e Reuters reported the UN climate talks in Bonn, Germany, "broke a long stalemate on agriculture" and should help
governments establish wise policies that help reduce greenhouse gas releases from the agricultural sector. Activist
Vandana Shiva wrote in a Deutsche Welle op-ed that we cannot manipulate natural ecosystems through genetic
engineering but must work to develop biomass and biodiversity. See more

e Ghanaian news sites reported that recent biotechnology workshops have scientists struggling to meet growing
demand by farmers for GM seed. A Business & Financial Times article noted a recent Women in Science forum in
which speakers highlighted the benefits of biotech seeds. See more

e The Guardian and other media reported that a study published in the Nature Communications journal indicates
that if the world turns to organic farming, it could feed 9 billion people by 2050. However, those results depend
upon drastically cutting food waste and significantly reducing consumption of animal products. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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More Latin America items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 16, 2017
Date: Thursday, November 16, 2017 9:01:34 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology news included two developments out of Australia, where South Australian legislators
approved an initial vote to extend the region's GMO moratorium and Queensland University of Technology researchers
announced a successful disease-resistant banana. Mexican media outlets continued to amplify a recent study claiming
that most tortillas contain GM maize.

e The Australian Broadcasting Corp. reported that South Australia's Upper House has voted to extend a moratorium
on GM crop cultivation in the region until 2025, circumventing the ban's 2019 expiration. Mark Parnell, the
parliamentary leader for the region's Green Party, called on the government to move the bill forward in the Lower
House before the parliamentary session concludes. See more

e Researchers with the Queensland University of Technology announced that a field trial of bananas engineered to
resist Panama Disease has been successful. The results were published in Nature Communications. The news was
amplified in Australian, European and food industry-focused news outlets. See more

e Organic Consumers Association released a new video amplifying recent research from the National Autonomous
University of Mexico, where researchers claimed that more than 90 percent of commercially available tortillas
contained GM ingredients. The report was also highlighted in columns published by Diario De Xalapa and Actitud
Fem. See more.

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 15, 2017
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 9 03:12 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included a statement from the German Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation (BfN) that called for gene-edited organisms to be regulated under current GMO guidelines. In India,
news outlets continues to report on a Monday press event featuring a Swiss organic agroecology researcher.

e The German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) issued a legal statement today calling for products of
new plant breeding techniques (NBTS) to be regulated under existing genetic engineering guidance. In its
statement, the agency said that a product-focused approach would create significant regulatory gaps and noted
the importance of a "precautionary" approach. The opinion is at odds with recommendations from several
research agencies, including the European Academies Science Advisory Council. See more

¢ Indian news outlets continued to amplify statements from a Monday event where Swiss agroecology researcher
Angelika Hilbeck said that GM seed varieties were not meeting local farmers needs and expectations. Hilbeck
highlighted concerns over Bt cotton use in the country, including pest and weed resistance to major GM crop
traits. Reporters at the event also raised questions about GM edible oils being imported without labeling. Hilbeck
had previously been invited to speak at the Organic World Congress in New Delhi, which concluded on Saturday.
See more

e Australia's Office of the Gene Technology Regulator released the results from its 2017 survey of consumer
attitudes on genetic modification, noting that the results were in line with the results of its 2015 survey. The
agency noted that consumers had different tolerances for GM techniques in medicine versus agriculture and were
much more positive about gene editing versus traditional genetic modification techniques. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here
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More Latin America items
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 14, 2017
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 9:03:20 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included new criticism of Mexico's biotechnology regulations from local
advocacy groups. U.S. advocacy groups held a press event to highlights concerns over agricultural industry
consolidation.

e Greenpeace and a collective of Mayan communities groups announced that they'd filed a complaint with the
National Service of Health, Safety and Food Quality (SENASICA) over the country's alleged mismanagement of GM
soy cultivation in the region. In a statement, Greenpeace claimed that the country's biosecurity system was
inadequate. Media outlets amplifying the release highlighted reports that farmers were sowing GM soy varieties
despite a court-mandated moratorium. See more

e Center for Food Safety, Organization for Competitive Markets, Friends of the Earth, SumOfUs and other advocacy
groups held a press event announcing that they had delivered a petition protesting Bayer's pending purchase of
Monsanto, noting that a coordinated campaign had generated over 1 million signatures for the petition. The
groups warned that the merger would leave over 75 percent of the country's corn seed traits owned by only two
agricultural companies. The groups also highlighted two new reports outlining additional concerns over
consolidation in the industry. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 13, 2017
Date: Monday, November 13, 2017 9:02:43 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology monitoring featured news of an upcoming Mexican policy decision on GM maize, reports
of an anticipated strike in Ecuador in response to the country's GMO seed law, Monsanto's response to the Argentina
lawsuit challenging its Intacta soybean patent and amplification of tribunal decision relieving Giorgio Fidenato of
charges against his cultivation of GMOs.

e A Mexican news outlet reported a collegiate court will decide in December whether to sustain the provisional
precautionary measure that prevents the Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and
Food (Sagarpa) and the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (Semarnat) from giving new permits for
commercial production of GM maize in Mexico. See more

e A New York University science journalism news site is reporting that the Ecuador NGO Federation of Peasant
Organizations of the Littoral, which has organized regular regional protests since the May government decision to
allow research on GM plants, is planning a nationwide strike - possibly as soon as Dec. 20. According to the
article, the seed law garnered criticism from supporters and opponents of biotechnology. See more

e Monsanto responded to the lawsuit filed by the Mato Grosso Soybeans and Producers Association attempting to
nullify the company's Intacta RR2 soybean patent, arguing it has followed the most stringent examination rules
and brings unique and beneficial technology to Brazil growers. See more

e On Friday, Italian news outlets reported a court in Italy's Pordenone state ordered an end to the case against
Giorgio Fidenato over GM maize cultivation following an EU Court of Justice ruling. The decision prompted
Fidenato to voice plans to present an "astonishing" request for damages, and the Luca Coscioni Association today
used the occasion to reaffirm its appeal to Italy's agriculture minister to end the ban on Bt corn cultivation and
open field trials of other green biotechnologies. See more

e Tomorrow morning, a coalition of U.S. NGOs will hold an event at the National Press Club to present two reports
on the implications of the Bayer-Monsanto merger. Following the event, a petition of more than 1 million
signatures opposing the acquisition will be delivered to the Department of Justice. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott

.scott@v-fluence.com

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 9, 2017
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2017 9:04:31 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's monitoring featured opposition to a Philippine Rice Research Institute application to test Golden Rice, new
developments in the GMO discussion in Armenia, anti-Bt cotton comments from an Indian ag minister and a new
lawsuit filed by Brazilian farmers against Monsanto.

e MASIPAG issued a news release announcing its campaign against PhilRice for its renewed push to feed and field
test Golden Rice. The group organized a demonstration in front of the rice research institute and called on the
Department of Agriculture to deny the application for the testing. MASIPAG claims Syngenta and the biotech
industry are the force behind the PhilRice initiative. See more

e The biotech discussion continues in Armenia. Today, the head of the country's State Service for Food Safety told
reporters the volume of GM seeds from Monsanto that are imported into the country does not exceed 1 percent,
adding he would not like to use GM seeds. Armenian Minister of Agriculture Ignaty Arakelyan also spoke with
reporters, alerting them that the ministry is working with the Ministry of Nature Protection to examine the risks of
GMOs and affirming the country is not currently working with Monsanto. He added that the ministry would release
information as soon as the investigation concludes. See more

e According to a report from the Indo-Asian News Service, the agriculture minister for India's Rajasthan state told
reporters covering a Udaipur agri-tech conference that the mere touch of Bt cotton causes impotency, claiming
the Bt gene comes from soil bacterium found in Hiroshima and Nagasaki after atomic bombs were dropped. In
addition to the criticism of Bt cotton, the minister also pledged to prevent any trials of GM mustard in his
province, the biggest producer of mustard in India (see more). Ag-biotech discussion is likely to continue, if not
increase, in India into next week. The Hindu reported Bill Gates will attend a Nov. 15-17 agriculture "hackathon"
conference scheduled in Visakhapatnam, India. (see more).

e Soybean growers in Brazil's Mato Grosso state are asking a court to cancel Monsanto's Intacta patent, claiming
irregularities and accusing the company of failing to prove it brings de facto technological innovation. Reuters,
Russia Today and a few Brazil-based new sources are covering the suit. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson

hae.johnson@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott
joe. v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =]
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov
Subject: Food and agriculture issues resources
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2017 3:20:31 PM

Don't miss out!

You're just a click away from a wealth of knowledge on food and agriculture issues
from the Bonus Eventus network. All that's left for you to do is to set up your own
personal account* and password.

Register Now

You're already receiving our weekly Favorable Outcomes newsletter featuring articles
worth sharing and information on activist campaigns, regulatory developments and
upcoming events.

By simply choosing a username and password, you'll be able to use the many tools
included in the Bonus Eventus community, including research on noteworthy
stakeholders and tracking of key media activity and activist campaigns. Highlights are
noted below.

I'm ready to get started

*Your privacy is important to us. Your information is not shared or used for any purpose
outside of your access to and use of the Bonus Eventus network and tools

Knowledge is Power

STAKEHOLDER DATABASE ISSUES MONITORING PORTAL
A library of background information on key Daily tracking of current events, news
players influencing food and agriculture coverage and activist activities on food and
issues - and who's funding them agriculture issues

NETWORKING CALENDAR
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Connect with other experts and influencers  See upcoming events of note - or let the

seeking favorable outcomes and science- network know of an event you're planning
based dialogue. Or find an expert in a or attending.
particular field.

Please let ow if you have any questions or need assistance.

Thank you!

v-Fluence | 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

Unsubscribe Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

About our service provider
Sent by monitoring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

Try it free today
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 8, 2017
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2017 9:02:48 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's biotech monitoring featured new activity in the U.S. and Canadian GM labeling debates, and continued
stakeholder commentary against Monsanto and GMOs in Armenia.

e Eleven U.S. senators wrote to Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, calling for a ban on electronic GMO labels until
broadband internet access and smartphones are "near universal," and all grocery stores provide QR scanners and
Wi-Fi. See more

e Quebec-based anti-biotech NGO Vigilance OGM submitted a petition signed by 20,000 citizens and 220
organizations to the Quebec government calling for mandatory GM labeling. Coalition Avenir Quebec agriculture
spokesperson, Mirabel MP Sylvie D'Amours, and Quebec Solidaire spokesman Gabriel Nadeau-Dubois endorsed
the petition, emphasizing the need for transparency in the food system. Vigilance OGM cited concerns about the
recent introduction of GE salmon into the region. See more

e A Nov. 1 U.S. Embassy of Armenia conference on agriculture featuring presentations by Monsanto continues to
drum up anti-GMO advocacy. Last week on Facebook, the Armenia-American musician Serj Tankian urged the
country to "stay clear of Monsanto," warning the company's chemicals are harmful to the environment. The local
March Against Monsanto chapter then sent a letter asking the prime minister and U.S. ambassador to oppose a
plan allowing Monsanto to do business in the country, citing opposition to GMOs. Today, the Armenia Tree Project
issued a statement urging Armenia to invoke the precautionary principle when considering permitting Monsanto
and GM seeds in the country, warning they threaten biodiversity and food sovereignty. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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News release: Netherlands National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) announces
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | H =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Diane Wray-Cahen@fas usda gov
Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 7, 2017
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2017 9:35:37 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's biotech monitoring featured industry and stakeholder response to the USDA withdrawal of its proposed biotech
policy revisions, heavy coverage of the U.S. release of Arctic apples, NGO campaigning against illegal GM soy
cultivation in India and a newly published journal article from Jeffrey Smith.

e U.S. agriculture industry groups endorsed USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue's decision to withdraw proposed
revisions to regulations governing ag biotech. A statement from BIO supported the agency's course correction as
an appropriate next step in considering improvements to its regulatory system. The National Association of Wheat
Growers also applauded the decision, arguing regulatory requirements must be transparent and open to
stakeholder engagement. Conversely, the Center for Food Safety voiced its disappointment, accusing the USDA
and the Trump administration of doing the bidding for "Big Ag lobbyists." See more

e The release of Okanagan Specialty Fruits' Arctic Apple in U.S. supermarkets received noticeable attention from
international news outlets. Nature published a feature looking back on the road leading up to the apple's release
and how its sets the stage for GM products to follow. Organic Consumers Association argued the lack of clear
GMO labels makes the apples hard to find, and it launched a scavenger hunt running through Dec. 1 for
supporters to help locate stores selling GM apples. See more

e One of India's farmer organizations lodged a complaint with the Gujarat government and the Genetic Engineering
Appraisal Committee claiming GM soy has been illegally cultivated in the Aravalli district. Responding, the Coalition
for a GM-Free India is calling for urgent action against regulators and seed suppliers, and it claims the release of
illegal GM seeds is part of biotech industry strategy. See more

e The International College of Human Nutrition and Functional Medicine today published a survey by Jeffrey Smith
finding health improvements in individuals who reduced or stopped consumption of genetically modified foods.
Smith tested people within the network of supporters of his NGO, the Institute for Responsible Technology, which
speaks out about the health dangers of GMOs. An article in GMWatch promotes the findings but notes that as
supporters of Smith, participants may have experienced improved health under the placebo effect. Smith
promoted the study on the website for the Institute for Responsible Technology and alerted the NGO's email
followers. He is set to appear on the television program "The Doctors" on Wednesday. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Africa

There were no noteworthy biotechnology developments in Africa during today's monitoring. Click the link
below for the latest items.

More Africa items
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More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
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database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson

hae.johnson@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott
joe. v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =]

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Wray-Cahen, Diane - FAS

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 6, 2017
Date: Monday, November 6, 2017 9:01:50 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that the U.S. Department of Agriculture was withdrawing
proposed changes to biotechnology regulations. In Europe, the launch of a United Nations climate conference
prompted activist promotion of alternative agricultural models. U.S. science communicators released a new
documentary countering "fear-based" parenting messages.

e U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue announced that the agency would be withdrawing proposals for
streamlining biotechnology regulations across USDA, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Food and Drug
Administration. He added that the agency would "re-engage" with stakeholders and highlighted the need for
flexible regulations that support innovation. See more

e Advocacy groups and media outlets, responding to the start of a climate change conference in Bonn, Germany,
discussed the role of agriculture in climate change. The European wing of La Via Campesina issued a statement
on the earlier "People's Climate Conference" and highlighted the need for peasant agroecology in meeting climate
needs. Civil Eats, in launching a week of articles on the issue, highlighted author David Montgomery's
recommendation for soil-regenerative agriculture. See more

e Science communicators announced the release of the crowdfunded "Science Moms" documentary, highlighting the
importance of countering fear-based marketing targeting mothers. Writing in Forbes, Kavin Senapathy quoted the
film's director on the effort to promote "fact-based parenting." The video is available for download at the movie's
website. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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From: Jay Byrne

To: Wray-Cahen, Diane - FAS

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 3-5, 2017
Date: Sunday, November 5, 2017 9:01:51 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Global biotechnology developments over the weekend included the French High Council on Biotechnology releasing its
opinion on new breeding techniques and the Swiss Federal Council announcing its new agricultural strategy. Reporting
continued on the Indian state of Maharashtra's investigation into sales of illegal Bt cotton.

e The French High Council of Biotechnology recommended evaluation of gene-edited products and potential risks on
a case-by-case basis. See more

e The Swiss Federal Council's new agricultural strategy addresses progress made in biotechnology. The strategy
would create a framework to strengthen agricultural markets, farmers' personal responsibility and increase
commercial competitiveness. A public comment period will run through January. See more

¢ Indian news sites reported the Maharashtra government will ask the Central Bureau of Investigation to look into
whether the illegal sale of herbicide-tolerant Bt cotton seeds is connected to the pesticide poisoning deaths of
farmers in the area. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America

More North America items
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More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2017

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider
Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

001155



2019-FAS-03111-F

001156



2019-FAS-03111-F

From: Jay Byrne

To: Wray-Cahen, Diane - FAS

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 2, 2017
Date: Thursday, November 2, 2017 9:04:19 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included an announcement from officials in India's Maharashtra district
calling for a federal probe into the sale of illegal cotton varieties. Nigerian lawmakers investigated the alleged
importation of unapproved varieties of GM maize.

e Maharashtra officials called for India's Central Bureau of Investigation to probe the illegal sale of herbicide-
tolerant cotton varieties, targeting five seed companies whose cotton seeds carried the tolerance trait. Police in
Nagpur reportedly were also investigating the companies. See more

e News Agency of Nigeria reported that the country's House of Representatives questioned National Biosafety
Management Agency representatives over Olam Group's alleged importation of 70,000 tons of unapproved GM
maize. In the meeting of an ad hoc food investigatory committee, legislators asked the agency for list of
companies importing GMOs. See more

e A Filipino news outlet reported that Australian researchers with Queensland University of Technology were
planning to launch field trials of a wilt-resistant banana. Researchers highlighted the success of Australian trials
and emphasized the need for technological intervention to prevent the disease's spread. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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More Europe items

Latin America

Regional Council's control of GE crops

M - iait
More Bonus Eventus Resources
Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
Analyst Shae Johnson

hae.johnson@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2043

Analyst Joe Scott
joe. v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2005
v-Fluence | : =]

The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.

© v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. 2017

v-Fluence, 7770 Regents Rd., San Diego, CA 92122

SafeUnsubscribe™ Diane.Wray-Cahen@fas.usda.gov

Forward this email | About our serv ce provider

Sent by mon toring@bonuseventus.org in collaboration with

001159



2019-FAS-03111-F

Constant Contact

Try it free today

001160



2019-FAS-03111-F

From: Jay Byrne

To: Wray-Cahen, Diane - FAS

Subject: Global Biotech Snapshot - Nov. 1, 2017
Date: Wednesday, November 1, 2017 9:04:15 PM

FAST ACCESS: MONITORING \ STAKEHOLDERS \ COMMUNITY

Global Biotech Snapshot

Expert analysis from v-Fluence
BONUS EVENTUS 5. icomes i food and sarcaiture

Today's global biotechnology developments included news that Australian trade organization Federated Farmers had
dropped an appeal to stop regional GM cultivation bans. Reports on a U.S. Chamber of Commerce meeting highlighted
agricultural industry concerns over the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) talks. A Brazilian Senate
committee held a discussion on the role of GM crops in the country.

e The New Zealand Herald reported that Federated Farmers dropped its appeal protesting regional GM crop
cultivation bans in Whangarei and Northland. A spokesperson said the decision came in response to changes in
the Resource Management Act, which would make it unlikely that the group would succeed in its appeal. The Soil
& Health Association and GE-Free Northland issued statements applauding the "victory" for district constituents
and the environment. See more

e U.S. agricultural trade groups highlighted the importance of NAFTA for food producers during a Chamber of
Commerce event on the trade deal. U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts (R-Kansas) called on business leaders to "educate"
legislators and consumers about how the country has benefited from the deal. The National Association of Wheat
Growers noted that farmers already face economic difficulties and rely on open markets with Mexico and Canada.
See more

e Brazil's Commission for the Environment and Sustainable Development held a hearing to review the social and
environmental impacts of GM crop cultivation in the country. Landless movement representatives, academics and
the regulatory body CTNBiIo participated in the debate. See more

Reminder: to access the full text, archives and monitoring dashboard resources you need to log in to the Bonus
Eventus community portal using your email address and personal password. Please contact us if you need any
assistance or support.

For a more extensive compilation of recent biotech items, click here

North America
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Latin America

More Bonus Eventus Resources

Stakeholder Events Bonus Eventus
database calendar community
More information on the people and  See where news could be happening  Connect with academic experts and
organizations influencing food and next. Or let allies know about an  researchers, journalists and agriculture
agriculture issues. upcoming event. allies.

For more information, contact:
_ Analyst Shae Johnson

877-835-8362, ext. 2043
Analyst Joe Scott

joe.scott@v-fluence.com
877-835-8362, ext. 2005
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The views and analysis provided in this report are solely those of v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any client, partner or audience to whom
they have been presented. Inquiries are welcomed at info@v-Fluence.com or (877) 835-8362.
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