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NOTE: EVENT IS OPEN TO CREDENTIALED MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA OR BY INVITATION ONLY
The event will be livestreamed. Please contact us for information about the webcast.

For more information contact: Matthew Sabas, for Sir Richard Roberts
[©)X®) |

Eb)(ﬁ) @whwg.com

Jay Byrne, president

v-Fluence Interactive

-- It starts online!
www.v-Fluence.com

Toll Free: 877-835-8362 ext.[b)5)
USA: 314-880-8000 extfb)E)
Mobile:|b)E)

AQL IM: VFJByme
LinkedIn: http:ffwww,Iinkedin.comfin/!(b)(ﬁ) |

Fax: [bi4)
SKYPE:

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or
otherwise protected from disclesure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed or by their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or disclose
to anyone any information contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance
on it. If you have received this message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any
attachment and immediately notify the sender at the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive
Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at (877) 835-8362. Click here for information on v-Fluence unsclicited
commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 83108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122.

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2" Floar, St. Louis,
MO 63108.
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From: Jay Byrne

Sent: Thu, 31 Oct 2019 14:37:27 +0000

To: tpowell@usaid.gov;l(b)(ﬁ) I@state.gov (X&) @cgxchange.org;
F? Dstate.gov;[P¥6)  @cgxchange.orgfo}®) @fas.usda.govio)ey |

5 fas.usda.govi(b)(e) r@fas.usda.go 7 as.usda.gov;'(b)(ﬁ) F@state.gov
Cc: Joshua Gilder

Subject: FYl: Agroecology issues in Africa [Supplemental Information]

Attachments: At-A-Glance - Russian Interference.pdf

Related to the challenge of disinformotion, similor to that we’ve seen around the ogroecology issue in
Africa, | thought you might be interested in ICYMI the recent New York Times report on Russio’s
increasing investments in African media and related spaces with a note on their interest in influencing
the agriculture sector. The NYT reporter notes the role of medio oligorch Konstantin Malofeev whom
we’ve previously reported as being responsible for such onti-GMO advoacocy as the FACTOR GMO
compoign. We hove seen on increose in Russian-influenced disinformotion appearing in Africa on topics
like GMOs ond vaccines, examples are ovoilable on our monitoring portal here.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/29/world/europe/africa-russia-sochi.html

‘A New Message’: Russia Trains Its Propaganda Machine on Africa

Many of the players who drove Moscow’s campaign for influence in the West are now backing Putin’s
African charm offensive.

PHOTO: President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, center, with his counterparts Abdel Fattah al-Sisi from
Egypt, left, and Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa at the Russia-Africa Summit in Sochi this
month.Credit... TASS, via Shutterstock

By Anton Troianovski, Oct. 29, 2019

SOCHI, Russia — Jose Matemulane said he left his native Mozambigue nearly two decades ago, spent
years studying in St. Petersburg and saw the Russian soul. Now he’s in the vanguard of Russia’s new
foray onto his home continent, where he is spreading the word that working with Moscow to reduce
the influence of Americans and other Westerners is in Africa’s best interests.

“The Russians have their own way of thinking different from the Western patterns,” Mr. Matemulane
said. "l used to tell people: Russians are nothing else than white Africans, white blacks.”

Russia has been playing for power in Africa in recent years by sending arms, offering mercenaries, and
cinching mining deals. More quietly, it has started to set up a low-profile infrastructure of political
influence that bears echoes of the Kremlin’s strategy in Europe and the United States. And it is already
identifying African politicians and activists who will carry its message.

Deploying its international propaganda arms, the television channel RT and the Sputnik news agency,
the Kremlin is honing this message: While Western Europe and the United States are continuing a
centuries-old tradition of exploiting Africa, Moscow is ready to engage with Africa on mutually beneficial
terms.

Russia is also benefiting from a desire by African countries to lessen their reliance on China, even as
Moscow acknowledges that it cannot come close to matching Beijing’s financial firepower.

PHOTQ: The Russia Today studios in London.Credit...Sergey Ponomarev for The New York Times

Mr. Matemulane runs a think tank called Afric, which describes itself on its website as “funded by
donors with a common passion to foster Africa’s development,” without mentioning Russia. In an
interview, though, Mr. Matemulane said the group was launched last year with support from a 5t.
Petersburg businessman he declined to name.
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Russia says the yearly volume of its trade with Africa has doubled to 520 billion over the last five years,
but that still pales in comparison to Africa’s $300 billion in trade with the European Union and $60
billion with the United States in 2018.

In the West, Russia’s messaging has sought to appeal to people disenchanted by the political
mainstream — from opponents of immigration and same-sex-marriage on the right to critics of
capitalism on the left. In Africa, Russia is similarly trumpeting itself as a protector of “traditional values,”
while also seeking to capitalize on Russia’s Cold War past, when the Soviet Union sought to ally itself
with opponents of post-colonial influence on the continent.

“0ur cooperation, rooted in the period of the joint fight against colonialism, is strategic and
longstanding,” Mr. Putin told dozens of African leaders in Sochi gathered alongside him around a ring-
shaped table.

Alexander Malkevich, a veteran of Russia’s propaganda wars, founded an English-language

website called USAReally, which tells the story of a declining America caught in the throes of violence.
Now, he says, he spends about one-third of his time on Africa. His Foundation for National Values
Protection, with a website available in English and French, argues that African countries are vulnerable
to the same sort of Western meddling that Russian officials say undermined former Soviet republics like
Georgia and Ukraine.

“We try to do our work honestly and address our partners with respect, rather than from above, like the
caricature of Uncle Sam,” Mr. Malkevich said.

Investigative journalists have reported that Afric and Mr. Malkevich’s foundation are funded by Mr.
Prigozhin, but Mr. Malkevich and Afric employees denied any connection.

PHOTO: Alexander Malkevich, a veteran of Russia’s propaganda wars, said he now spends about one-
third of his time on Africa.Credit...Elias Williams for The New York Times

Afric's Mozambique-born president, Mr. Matemulane, said it was in fact a different $t. Petersburg-based
businessman who helped him launch Afric, but declined to identify him. In Sochi, Mr. Malkevich and Mr.
Matemulane appeared on a panel together and signed a “cooperation agreement.”

“The Western system is broken,” said Clifton Ellis, who is British and Jamaican, and moved to St.
Petersburg recently, where he helps coordinate Afric’s activities. “We have to fight the narrative that
because Russia is involved, it's bad.”

Afric — an acronym for Association for Free Research and International Cooperation — is building ties
with African politicians and commentators while publishing articles that extol the benefits of
cooperating with Russia. It has also invested heavily in election monitoring missions that mirror Russia’s
approach in its own elections: bringing in sympathetic foreigners who praise the votes’ fairness and
transparency, even as established Western organizations criticize them.

One of those, Volker Tschapke, the retired president of a small conservative German association called
the Prussian Society, extolled Mr. Putin’s re-election vote in March of last year. Since the summer of
2018, Mr. Tschapke has made five separate trips to Africa on behalf of Afric to observe elections in
Zimbabwe, Madagascar, the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Africa and Mozambique.

“It was unimaginably great. In all the countries | visited, | saw truly perfect elections,” said Mr. Tschapke,
who acknowledges that he had no experience in election observation until last year. But he says the
process is really so simple that “you just need a little instruction.”

He added in a telephone interview from Berlin that he had heard rumors that Afric had received Russian
start-up funding, but said he had no problem with that.

Major elections loom next year across Africa, including in Ghana, Burkina Faso and Burundi. Mr.
Koulibaly, the candidate in Ivory Coast presidential elections next October, said he had already met with
a Russian deputy foreign minister, Mikhail Bogdanov, as well as with Russian agriculture and mining
officials. He said he would talk about Russia in his campaign as a potential economic partner that, for
instance, can help Ivory Coast harness nuclear technology.
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Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 683108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122,

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2" Floor, St. Louis,
MO 63108,
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Greening the “Dark” Continent In 2013, Ghanaian scientists at the state Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research {CSIR) planted GM cowpea, cotton, and rice at research stations around the country.
The two food crop projects—cowpea and rice—were brought to CSIR by the African Agricultural
Technology Foundation (AATF) who had arranged for U.S. companies Monsanto and Arcadia
Biosciences to “donate” genes to the cowpea and rice projects (respectively). Ghanaian scientists
selected and sent varieties of cowpea and rice to the International Center for Tropical Agriculture in
Colombia (rice} and the Australian Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (cowpea) to be
modified. Once complete, the genetically modified lines were then shipped back to state scientists in
Ghana for field research trials.

That same year, with the assistance of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), Ghanaian
Attorney General and Minister of Justice Marietta Brew Appiah-Opong introduced the Plant Breeders
Bill into Ghanaian Parliament. The bill, an intellectual property rights instrument, extends exclusive
patenting rights to plant breeders of new and novel varieties {Plant Breeders Bill 2013).

Both the AATF and AGRA are subsidiary organizations of the Rockefeller Foundation, who, in the early
2000s, decided that the supposed successes of the Green Revolution had not reached the African
continent, and thus, a new revolution was needed (AGRA 2013, 1). To help achieve this, the Foundation
started AGRA and AATF, both of which the Gates Foundation and USAID qui ckly joined as co-partners.
AGRA’'s mission is predicated on the idea that “African farmers need uniquely African solutions designed
to meet their specific environmental and agricultural needs” {AGRA 2017). One of these “unique
solutions” are GMOs, and the AATF acts as a broker between biotechnology companies and African
state scientific councils to facilitate joint research on GM crops {Schurman 2016, 7, 12}.

In her study of the origins of AATF, Schurman notes how the Foundation’s creators sought to establish
an illusion of an “African” demand and oversight of GMOs, so that the impetus would seem
homegrown rather than foreign (2016, 12). Writing on GM cowpea in Ghana, an official told Ignatova,
“If Monsanto was the one pushing it, | 'm sure that farmers would be a bit hesitant. Because it’s being
pushed by their indigenous research institutions... that’s easier to accept” (Ignatova 2015, 105}, Indeed,
the AATF’s reach of influence has been impressive. Prior to the establishment of the AATF, just two
countries south of the Sahara were growing GM crops; today, GMOs are found in commercial and
research fields across nine countries.

It is this explosion of GM efforts that was at the heart of Susie’s response to the Gates interview at the
beginning of this article. There, Bill Gates explained their hope for Africa: The Europeans have decided
they don't want to use it ... which is fine, they’ re not facing malnutrition and starvation... If you want
farmers in Africa to improve nutrition and be competitive on the world market, as long as the right
safety things are done, that’s really beneficial. It’s kind of a second round of the Green Revolution. And
50, the Africans | think will choose to let their people have enough to eat . (The Wall Street Journal 2016}
Gates’ remark about “let their people have enough to eat” is reflective of three things. First, he implies
that food security is a personal choice of leaders (and consumers) rather than a complex political-
economic system. Second, Gates suggests that genetic modification is a modernizing, poverty-
relieving, humanitarian techno logy (Glover 2010; Stone and Glover 2016}.

Third, Gates collapses the African continent into a singular starving place, a common discursive
practice among proponents of GMOs and the New Green Revolution for Africa (NGRA; Davidson 2012;
Maseley, Schnurr, and Kerr 2015},
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The suggestion that African governments and peoples can choose to “have enough to eat” is classic
neoliberal positioning that overlooks the structural causes of poverty and insufficient food access, and
instead blames marginalized communities for their predicaments (Guthman 2008; Harrison 2002; Reese
2016). Anthropologists and activists alike have questioned GMOs as a humanitarian tool. Glover
{2010, 67) notes that there is little evidence to back the claim that GMOs actually relieve poverty, and
Gonzalez {2001, 102) suggests that proponents like Gates are on a "technological civilizing mission” to
integrate countries into global seed markets rather than ease poverty. Peasant movements across
Paraguay, Mexico, and elsewhere have challenged the motives of donors and the biotechnology
industry, and have largely been met with derision (Fitting 2013; Hetherington 2013; Lapenga 2014). In
Costa Rica, state officials describe anti-GM activists as “uneducated” or “irrational” to “re-inscribe
boundaries between “technical expert’ and ‘environmental activist’” (Pearson 2009, 730}.

Such discursive boundaries are indicative of project planning and ideology. Within the NGRA, the larger
project at hand, speakers create boundaries between agriculture as “development” and as “business.”
For instance, Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, President of the African Development Bank and 2017 World Food
Prize Laureate, described the theory of change for the new Green Revolution as: After languishing for
decades on the fringes of the global markets, Africa is now being increasingly integrated into the
globalization process... African countries need to ... [see] agriculture as a business and not as a
development program. This new vision must be focused on government encouraging and enabling the
private sector to invest massively. (Adesina 2014}

For Adesina and others, agriculture as a business entails increasing crop vields via agribusiness models
of production, including the use of chemical fertilizers, hybrid and genetically modified seeds, and
integrating farmers into regional and international value chains and markets (Gengenbach 2017). As
Moseley, Schnurr, and Kerr (2015) note, the assumption here is that African farmers are not already
participating in global markets.

This assumption—certainly captured in Adesina’s comment—overlooks the continent’s long
involvement in global markets, but this obfuscation constructs an important remoteness {Ferguson
2006; Holsey 2007; Rodney 1972}. Similar to colonizing discourses, remoteness is used to excite
investors while jointly propositioning investment as a humanitarian imperative. AGRA’s president Dr.
Agnes Kalibata argues that an “economic and moral imperative [exists] to include millions more of
Africa’s smallholder farmers in agriculture’s lucrative markets” (AGRA News 2015, 4-5). To facilitate
private investment, African states must provide physical and legal infrastructure that allows for
extraction {Adesina 2014; McMichael and Schneider 2011).

One aspect of this are private—public partnerships, such as the GM projects, wherein donors facilitate
partnerships between private companies and state institutions.

For instance, in Ghana, both the Plant Breeders Bill and its predecessor, the Plant and Fertilizer Act
(2010}, are designed to allow for, and promote, the breeding of foundation seeds by the private sector,
a task previously held solely by state breeders. As scholars have noted, emphasis on the private sector
is, in part, a function of neocliberal capitalism. Yet, private sector valorization also stems from
racialized ideologies that designate African governments and state institutions as inherently corrupt
{Coop er 2002, 182; Wilson 2012).
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vice president of the Ghana National Asscciation of Farmers and Fisherfolk, and Rufai Ahmed Braimah
{CSIR} putblished a letter to the new leader. 3

“Obviously Ghana is not a hungry country,” they wrote, “As far back as 2013, it became evident that we
had managed to meet the Millennium Development Goal on hunger reduction ... This is something the
world rightly acknowledged us for achieving” (Dziwornu and Braimah 2017; FAO 2015). Dziwornu and
Braimah continued, urging the president-elect to embrace GMOs to ensure continued food security.

As funders continued to use discourse marking Africa food insecure in general, Ghanaian officials
grappled with how these discourses of food insecurity operate in a country that is widely food secure
{Glohal Hunger Index 2016; MOFA 2013). This tension marked the Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences’
{GAAS) 2014 annual public forum. That year, the conference was dedicated solely to GMOs, and over
three nights audiences packed the British Council in downtown Accra, eager to hear speakers discuss the
new technology.

On the first night of the program, after a round of presentations by Ghanaian scientists, audience
members took turn asking questions. One man asked Dr. Marian Quain, a presenter and scientist at
CSIR, why CSIR was not researching GM maize. Dr. Quain explained that the current GM projects were
brought to CSIR by AATF and that while maize was an important crop, funding was a challenge: We have
to generate our own resource commitment to GM maize. And that is the problem I'm personally having
now, because | also have GM sweet potato. | even just want to use it as training for capacity building.
And because no grganization is sup porting it, | don’ t have funding to do it.

Dr. Quain’s disappointment with the sweet potato project—the lack of institutional support and her
desire to train young Ghanaian scientists—was palpable. She finally concluded, “we must commit funds
to our research to solve our problems and not wait for someone to come and impose activities on us.”

Dr. Quain’s description of GM projects as “imposed” is notable, as proponents mainly discuss GMOs in
term s of partnerships and local capacity. At the heart of this are patents and the Plant Breeders Bill,
which proponents imagined would be a way for state scientists and research councils to gain revenue
for their work. The more revenue the state councils were able to internally generate, one scientist said,
the less they would have to “look for money all over the world.”

Thus, the hope was that current GMO projects would set the foundations for GM research in Ghana and
would allow for Ghanaian scientists to take advantage of expiring patents. At a 2016 work shop, one
scientist told a room full of Ghanaian Members of Parliament that “a lot of [GM] patents have lapsed.
Can we take them up now and develop them ourselves?”

Both Dr. Quain’s presentation and the suggestion of lapsed patents indicate that genetic modification is
a foreign technology, one that Ghanaian scientists could tap in to, but not necessarily generate on their
owWn.

This tension reflects a reality never acknowledged in public: currently no Ghanaian lab is equipped to
undertake genetic modification.

“One day,” a national regulator said to me, “as experiences increase, a Ghanaian scientist may be
brilliant enough to [genetically] modify a particular crop.”
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Country-specific outcome monitoring reports
PIATA 2019 Outcome Monitoring Reports:
Uganda

Ethiopia

Ghana

:

alawi

Mgzambique

Nigeria

Burkina Faso

Rwanda

Tanzania

Uganda operational plan 2018

Briefing papers

Feeding Africa’s Sails: Fertilizers to support Africa’s agricultural transformation, 2019
Soil health and climate change: Implications for food security in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2018
AGRA’s Program for Africa’s Seed Systems: The PASS Journey, 2017
Educating a new generation of African soil professionals, AGRA brief 1, August 2014
AGRA Annual Reports

2022

2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

Status reports

Accelerating African Food System Transformation, 2022

A Decade of Action, 2021

The Hidden Middle: A Quiet Revolution in the Private Sector Driving Agricultural Transformation, 2019
Catalyzing Government Capacity to Drive Agricultural Transformation, 2018
The Business of Smallholder Agriculture in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2017
Progress Toward Agricultural Transformation in Africa, 2016

Focus on Staple Crops, 2013

Investing in Sustainable Agricultural Growth, 2011

Progress Report, 2007-2016

Progress Report, 2007-2014

Tax filings

2018 IRS Form 950
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From: Jay Byrne

Sent: Fri, 6 Jul 2018 17:02:44 +0000

To: Tracy Powell

Subject: Monitoring link which may be useful.

The links are on Bonus Eventus — so remember to login first to access.

» Find monitoring items: “direct action” reports here.

e This profite article is relevant to our discussion.

s Background on how Natural News’ Mike Adams created a “Hit List” here from GLP: EBI turns up
heat on Mike Adams as 'Health Ranger' fiasco widens, plus Adams' archive and report by
Discover here,

e Other recent F O | campaigns by related group which also has targeted USAID, Gates
Foundation, et al. are from this person working for TWN & GP {who is almost certainly also
associated with your requestor}.

If you need an intro to academic attorney most familiar with this issue in the U.5, and

how it’s used for intimidation and smear campaigns, at any point let me know.

Hope this is helpful. Feel free to reach out any time if we can be of assistance.

Jay Byrne, president
v-Fluence Interactive
www.v-Fluence.com

Toll Free: 877-835-8362 ext.
USA: +1-314-880-8000 ext|}E}
Mobile:[(0)6}

LinkedIn: hitp://www.linkedin.com/inf°X6}
e o]

SKYPE: [P}6)

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or
otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed or by their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, cepy, or disclose
to anyone any information contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance
on it. If you have received this message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any
attachment and immediately notify the sender at the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive
Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at (877) 835-8362. Click here for information on v-Fluence unsaolicited
commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 83108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122.

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2nd Floor, St. Louis,
MO 63108.
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From: Tracy Powell <tpowell@usaid.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 12:22 PM

To: Jay Byrne <|(b)(6) @wv-fluence.com>

Subject: Re: Briefing to USAID biotech team members?

Hi Jay! Hope you're having a good start to your week. Just checking in to confirm this Friday's
presentation, and touch base very briefly about online meeting logistics:

1. Please let me know if you have a preferred presentation title (if not, | can stick with my
placeholder "Briefing on global landscape of anti-biotech advocacy")

2. Ditto if you have a bio blurb you'd like me to use.

3. Are you familiar with the GoogleMeet platform we'll be using? Let me know if you'd like to
schedule a 10-minute tech-check sometime beforehand. It might be easiest for you to share any
slides directly by sharing your screen during the presentation, but we can explore other options
if necessary.

Looking forward to the discussion!

Regards,
Tracy

Tracy K. Powell, Ph.D.

Agricultural Research Advisor, Center for Agriculture-Led Growth
Bureau for Resilience & Food Security

U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20004

Office: +1 (202) 712-4328

Mobile: H{b}s) |

www feedthefuture.gov | tpowell@usaid.qov

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 11:48 AM Tracy Powell <tpowell@usaid.gov> wrote:

Excellent, thank you! I'll circulate a placeholder calendar invitation shortly, and we can check in to
confirm logistics as the date approaches. Let me know if/when you have a specific presentation title,
and could you share a short bio when you have a moment?

Looking forward to the discussion! Have a great April in the meantime...

Regards,
Tracy

Tracy K. Powell, Ph.D.

Agricultural Research Advisor, Center for Agriculture-Led Growth
Bureau for Resilience & Food Security

U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20004

Office: +1 (202) 712-4328

Mobile: +{b)E} |

www feedthefuture.gov | ipowell@usaid.qov
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On Tue, Apr5, 2022 at 11:35 AM Jay Byrne (bX6) y-fluence.com> wrote:

If it's only remote, why don’t we shoot for 4i22 at 11 am Eastern. I'll hold the slot.
Jay Byrne, president

v-Fluence

Toll Free: 877-835-8362 ext.
USA +1 314-880-8000 ext[P'®

Mobile:[EX6) |

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/P}€}
Fax: [PX4)

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or otherwise
protected from disclosure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is addressed or by
their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or disclose to anyone any information
contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this
message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any attachment and immediately notify the sender at
the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at {877} 835-8362. Click
here for information on v-Fluence unsolicited commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 63108
Billing & Administrative Offices: 7770 Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122,

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2"¥ Floor, St. Louis, MO 63108.

From: Tracy Powell <tpowell@usaid.gov>

Sent: Monday, April 4, 2022 5:52 AM

To: Jay Byrne ~7l y-fluence.com>

Subject: Re: Briefing to USAID biotech team members?

No problem, Jay -- | myself am a prime offender when it comes to losing track of things like this (even in
relatively calm times!), so | definitely understand.

USAID is teetering on the brink of returning to the office but hasn't taken the plunge vet, so
unfortunately | think a virtual briefing would still be the best format to maximize participation. To get
the ball rolling, here are a few potential times -- but feel free to suggest alternatives if these aren't
convenient for you:

¢ Monday (4/11} -- noon-5pm EDT

e Wednesday {4/22) -- 11am-5pm EDT

s Monday (3/25) -- 3-5pm EDT
Very excited to hear the latest updates, as well as acquaint new team members with the underlying,
longstanding dynamics in this space! Hope you're doing well in the meantime.

Regards,
Tracy
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Tracy K. Powell, Ph.D.

Agricultural Research Advisor, Center for Agriculture-Led Growth
Bureau for Resilience & Food Security

U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20004

Office: +1 (202) 712-4328

Mobile: +2)6)

www . feedthefuture.gov | ipowell@usaid.qov

On Tue, Mar 29, 2022 at 5:24 PM Jay Byrne ‘|(b)(6) I@v—fluence.com> wrote:
My apologies Tracy — | too lost track of this and ball was in my court. These are busy, busy times...

Again, I'm more than happy to do a briefing and can schedule coming in around your schedule — | think
you originally mentioned something online, my preference is in person now that we’re trying to get back
to a little bit of normalcy, but am happy to do a hybrid or all online if that’s the only option.

I've been trying to be back in our DC office at least once a month so if you want to suggests some dates/
windows that would be best for you | can work around your schedule when | make my plans to bein DC
for April and May.

Your list of topics works for me —we’ve been updating our materials and evolving analyses. The big
take-away (which | think we conveyed last time we met) has been the full conflation and major increase
in volume of ag-biotech with chemical pesticide risk issues. You cannot talk about managing ag biotech
{including NBTs} and not address pesticide (mis)information as well. NBTs and gene editing are not
getting the free pass under the radar that they hoped for, but there are some interesting openings as
well as challenges there. Broader socio-economic anti-corporate (anti-capitalism, free trade, and U.5.)
themes have also grown steadily and are more and more influential in all regions. Geo-political
influence linked to agriculture (and intersecting on multiple ag-biotech fronts) of course is dominated
right now by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and what role China will play vis-a-vis global grain trade.
Like | said, busy times...

As for adding colleagues to our system resources and content distribution reports just let me know who
and what topics — we can add as many people as you'd like. We have several new daily and weekly
reports available — let me know if you'd like to discuss and we can get on a call.

Regards,
Jay

Jay Byrne, president
v-Fluence

Toll Free: 877-835-8362 ex
USA +1 314-880-8000 ext [©®
Mobile: [X© |

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in

()6}
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Mobile: +{b)6}
www feedthefuture.gov | thowell@usaid.gov

On Thu, Feb 10, 2022 at 5:22 PM Tracy Powell <tpowell@usaid.gov> wrote:
Fantastic! Thanks, looking forward to it.

Regards,
Tracy

Tracy K. Powell, Ph.D.

Agricultural Research Advisor, Center for Agriculture-Led Growth
Bureau for Resilience & Food Security

U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20004

Office: +1 (202) 7124328

Mobile: HD)}E} |

www.feedthefuture.gov | tpowell@usaid.gov

On Thu, Feb 10, 2022 at 5:21 PM Jay Byrne 4&’)(6) lov-fluence.com> wrote:
Happy to schedule something Tracy — let me just review calendar and come back to you with some
windows.

Jay Byrne, president
v-Fluence

Toll Free: 877-835-8362 ext.|”® |
USA +1 314-880-8000 ext
Mobile:[*XC) |

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in X6}
Linkedlr o]

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or otherwise
protected from disclosure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is addressed or by
their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or disclose to anyone any information
contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this
message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any attachment and immediately notify the sender at
the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at {877) 835-8362. Click
here for information on v-Fluence unsolicited commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 63108
Billing & Administrative Offices: 7770 Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122,

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2"¥ Floor, St. Louis, MO 63108.

From: Tracy Powell <tpowell@usaid.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 10, 2022 3:23 PM
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From: Jay Byrne

Sent: Mon, 12 Dec 2016 17:16:08 +0000

To: Tracy Powell

Cc: Paul Tanger;}®)

Subject: RE: FW: New User Registered on Bonus Eventus

Thanks and sorry | didn’t connect directly with Paul at the meeting.

by
Paul —feel free to create an account at] " (“request membership”

form on right side of login page) and we’ll approve your access. We'll add you to our daily plant biotech
monitoring snapshot and weekly cross-topic “good news” summary reports. You can unsubscribe
anytime by clicking the unsub link on those emails if you don’t want to receive.

Please feel free to contact me our anyone on our team (Shae Johnson is our VP and senior plant biotech
team lead) with any questions, comments or requests.

Best regards,

Jay

Jay Byrne, president

v-Fluence Interactive

-- It starts online!
www.v-Fluence.com

Toll Free: 877-835-8362 ex
USA: 314-880-8000 ext

Mobile: [(0}6}

AOL IM: VFJByrne

LinkedIn: hitp://www.linkedin.com/in (bX6)
Fax:l(b)(4) | ll:l

SKYPE: )6}

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or
otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed or by their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, cepy, or disclose
to anyone any information contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance
on it. If you have received this message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any
attachment and immediately notify the sender at the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive
Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at (877) 835-8362. Click here for information on v-Fluence unsolicited
commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 63108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122.

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2nd Floor, St. Louis,
MO 63108.
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This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or
otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed or by their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, cepy, or disclose
to anyone any information contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance
on it. If you have received this message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any
attachment and immediately notify the sender at the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive
Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at (877) 835-8362. Click here for information on v-Fluence unsolicited
commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, 5t. Louis, Missouri 63108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122,

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2nd Floor, St. Louis,
MO 63108.

From: Tracy [mailto:tpowell@usaid.gov]

Sent: Monday, December 12, 2016 10:42 AM

To:Eb)(G)!@ bonuseventus.org; Nina Shariff <1(b)(5) !@v-fluence.com>; Jay Byrne 4®¥©) Dy -
fluence.com>

Subject: New User Registered on Bonus Eventus

New User Registered for an account on Bonus Eventus. Here are the login details of new
user account:

Username :
Email : tpowelli@usaid.gov
(D)4}
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Fax{®/®

SKYPE”®

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or
otherwise protected from disclosure. It is intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed or by their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or disclose
to anyone any information contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance
on it. If you have received this message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any
attachment and immediately notify the sender at the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive
Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at (877) 835-8362. Click here for information on v-Fluence unsolicited
commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 63108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, San Diego, CA 92122,

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Bayle, 2™ Floor, St. Louis,
MO 63108.

From: Jay Byrne
Sent: Tuesday, December 12, 2017 4:28 PM

To: [b)6)
|(b)(6) b: 'Tracy Powell' <tpowell@usaid.gov>
Cc: Josh Gilder SMTP <|(b)(5) N

Subject: Update: Gene drive FOIA campaign by anti-GMO NGOs

Several participants at our meeting asked us about the recent attack on gene drives as part of our
tracking of advocacy around NBTs. I couldn’t recall which people specifically asked but
thought you’d know who at your agencies would be interested.

On December 1% a coalition of anti-GMO NGOs led by ETC Group and the Third World
Network released claims that FOIA’d emails revealed a conspiracy by the U.S. military with
multinational organizations including the Gates Foundation and Monsanto to covertly influence
policy-making at the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity to allow gene drive technologies
(characterized as “genetic extinction” weapons and “extreme genetic engineering”) to be
released without appropriate regulation or review of potential consequences. This campaign is
an extension of an ETC Group led SynBio Watch coalition involving dozens of anti-GMO NGOs
with financial support from EU anti-GMO foundations and U.S. natural products companies. A
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summary of NGO opposition to NBTs (including gene drive technology) [(D)(4) (and
attached), with links to profiles of the key NGOs involved included.

(b)(4)

Monitoring summary (latest to earliest):

Commentary: German anti-GMO news site amplifies ETC Group's report on emails it obtained

demonstrating U.S. military and Gates' Foundation's interest in gene drive technology. highlights
concerns about potential ecological consegquences

December 12, 2017 Seource: Informationsdienst Gentechnik | Stakeholder: Media/News
Region: Europe | Favorability: Negative
URL: https://www.keine-gentechnik.de/nachricht/32890/

Automated translation. US Military and Gates Foundation pushing for Gene Drives 12/12/2017
A US military research facility has so far invested $§ 100 million in the development of Gene
Drives. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, with the help of a public relations firm, is trying
to get the United Nations on a Gene Drive friendly

News: AAAS Science Magazine writer questions ETC Group-led coalition FOIA campaign
conspiracy allegations over regulating gene drives; Gates Foundation funded academics and
NGOs response implies anti-GMO NGOs using "nefarious” claims to thwart open dialogue and
achieve stated goal of moratorium

December 12, 2017 Seource: Science Magazine | Stakeholder: Media/News

Region: North America | Favorability: Neutral

URL: http://www.sciencemag.org/mews/2017/12/there-really-covert-manipulation-un-
discussions-about-regulating-gene-drives
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public relations firm to help break up controversial genetic engineering. 03.12.2017 By Kathrin
Hartmann Crnispr / Cas 9 — behind this acronym is a technology that promises incredible

Commentary: French NGO Inf'OGM's Christophe Noisette amplifies ETC Group's release of

1,200 documents showing U.S. military funding for research on gene drives, and Gates
Foundation's lobbving activities to promote their use, notes InfOGM will continue 1ts analysis

December 4, 2017 Source: InfOGM | Stakeholder: NGO

Region: Europe | Favorability: Negative

URL: https://www.infogm.org/6405-forcage-genetique-finance-armee-us-fondation-
gates?lang=fr

Automated translation. United States — Genetic Fortification Funded by the Army and the Gates
Foundation PDF VERSION by Christophe NOISETTE Publication date: 4 December 2017
Following a lawsuit, the NGO ETC Group managed to obtain 1200 documents that show, in
particular, that the US military heavily funds research on genetic forcing and that the Bill and

News release: ETC Group announces over 1,200 released emails reveal U.S. military is the

top funder of gene drives, as well as Gates Foundation's S1.6 million lobbying campaign,
highlights allegations that PR Firm Emerging Ag seeks to influence UN discussions

December 4, 2017 Source: ETC Group | Stakeholder: NGO
Region: North America | Favorability: Negative
URL: http://www.etcgroup.org/content/gene-drive-files

Amplified by GMWatch. The news release was also syndicated on Sustainable Pulse, Organic
Consumers Association. The Gene Drive Files Disclosed Emails Reveal Military as top funder.
Gates Foundation paying $1.6 million to influence UN Expert Process Submitted on 04
December 2017 WASHINGTON, D.C. —Over 1,200 emails released under open records
requests reveal that the U.S. military is now the

Commentary: Anti-GMO NGO “Independent Science News:” Jonathan Latham criticizes

Gates Foundation for hiring PR firm Emerging Ag to allegedly manipulate UN decision-
making process on gene drives, according to FOIA-obtained emails

December 4, 2017 Source: Independent Science News | Stakeholder: NGO

Region: North America | Favorability: Negative

URL: https://www.independentsciencenews.org/news/sates-foundation-hired-pr-firm-to-
manipulate-un-over-gene-drives/
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b6
USA: 314-880-8000 ext|”"®

Mobile:
AOL IM: VFJByrne

LinkedIn: http:ﬁwww‘Iinkedin.com!in!!(b)(ﬁ) |
Fax 0¥

skype[P©

This message and any attachments contain information which is confidential and may be privileged or
otherwise protected from disclosure. Itis intended to be read only by the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed or by their designee. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use, copy, or disclose
to anycne any information contained in this message and any attachments or take any action in reliance
on it. If you have received this message in error, please delete or destroy this message and any
attachment and immediately notify the sender at the e-mail address above and/or v-Fluence Interactive
Public Relations, Inc. by telephone at (877) 835-8362. Click here for information on v-Fluence unsclicited
commercial e-mail policy.

Corporate Deliveries: 4579 Laclede Ave #275, St. Louis, Missouri 63108 ¢ Administrative Offices: 7770
Regents Road, #113-576, 3an Diego, CA 92122.

Visiting our St. Louis Office? Click here for details and directions to 360 N. Boyle, 2" Floor, St. Louis,
MO 83108.
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